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Writer, lecturer, fine-art dealer and curator 
Tony Fusco, President of the Art Deco Soci- 
ety of Boston, and BSA President Edward 
T.M. Tsoi AIA are the guest speakers in the 
March and April editions of the BSA Lecture 
Series. 


Boston boasts a rich Art Deco architectural 
heritage that includes corporate headquar- 
ters, retails stores, cinemas, public build- 
ings, residences, a rare example of Art Deco 
in religious architecture, and even the Hatch 
Shell. Fusco explores the evolution of the Art 
Deco style, from its French origins to the 
Modern style influenced by the Bauhaus, in 
his lecture on March 23. Fusco illustrates 
how Art Deco motifs and forms are reflected 
in the features and ornamentation of Boston 
buildings. (The photo at top is the bronze 
relief grillwork on the United Shoe Machinery 
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Building, one of the finest examples of Art 
Deco architecture in Boston.) 


On April 27, BSA President Ed Tsoi looks at 
architecture in the broadest sense and, us- 
ing examples of his firm’s own work (the 
Marine Resources Center in Woods Hole is 
pictured directly above), examines the prac- 
tice of architecture and the archtiect/client 
relationship. Tsoi is a founding principal of 
Tsoi/Kobus & Associates, the Cambridge 
architecture firm recognized internationally 
for its institutional and other work. 


Fusco’s presentation on March 23 and Tsoi's 
presentation on April 27 both begin with 5:30 
pm receptions at the BAC, 320 Newbury St., 
Boston. There is no charge for BSA mem- 
bers; non-members are welcome and pay 
$3.00 or may join the BSA at the door. 


Special Events in March and April 





3/10 - 4/1 3/23 & 4/27 3/16 & 4/20 
Event: “The New Federal Courthouse”— Event: Two BSA Lectures — the first in Events: “Points of View" — this monthly 
an exhibit of the Harry Cobb FAIA March is on Art Deco design with series of informal sessions with 
design of the new court house on Tony Fusco and the second in New England movers-&- 
the Fan Pier (see p. 4) April focuses on the future of shakers hosts Boston's new 
Sponsor: Suffolk Construction Company architecture with BSA President BRA Director in March (see p. 5) 
Dates: = Exhibit: 3/10-4/1 Ed Tsoi (see p. 1) and in April several developers 
Opening Reception: 3/10 Dates: 3/23 & 4/27 focus on the private sector's role 
Times: Exhibit: 9:00 am-5:00 pm Times: 5:30 pm receptions in public planning 
weekdays 6:00 pm lectures ° 
Reception: 6:00 -7:30 pm Place: BAC, 320 Newbury St., Boston O | ) | S 
Place: The Architects Building Gallery RSVP: not required 
Cost: free Cost: free to members; non-members O f e 
pay $3.00 or may join the BSA at V E 
the door l Ww 
Sponsor: Beacon Construction Company 
/ / Dates: ri ‘ale racbasiras 
. 3/31 & 4/28 4/20 (developers) 
Small Business Forum Time: 6:00 pm for both 
+4: . Se ee Place: Th hi ildi 
for sole practitioners, Event: “‘Conversatons’- this popular AGS: [he Acad Buldng, 
. inner & discussion series for ; 
small firms, and new architects talking architecture Cost: poilggeraty rennet 
firms focuses on the work-in-progress ; 
of Canada’s Peter Rose in March 
and Boston's Chris Ilwerks in April 4/7 
In April & May, the BSA andthe lawfirm Date: 3/31 (Rose) 
of Gadsby & Hannah host a special ar- 4/28 (Iwerks) Event? Ulan Deston Fl | 
chitects’ business forum on startingand Times: 6:00pm __ ‘ail vert: Sraan Desa s eee 
managing new firms and small andone- | Place: The Architects Building first film in this new BSA Urban 
person firms. (See p. 3.) For registration RSVP: 617-951-1433x221 Design Committee program 
details. call 617-951-1433x221. Cost: _ prices vary; call the number is Holly Whyte's “The Social Life 
; ed directly above for details (includes of Small Urban Spaces”; this 
delightful dinner) informal film series at the BSA is 
intended to promote discussion of 
urban design issues in the 
4/9 & 4/10 3/3, & 5/5 broadest sense (see p. 4) 
Date: 4/7 
Event: “The Air We Breathe” — a special Time: 6:00 pm 
Architects for Social Responsibili- y ' : Place: The Architects Buildin 
ty two-day symposium on indoor Event: “Small Firms Design Salon” — the mv: 617653 yyeceny Ing 
and outdoor air-quality (see p. 3) bimonthly informal discussion of : 
Date: 4/98 4/10 , design for small-firm principals/ Cost: free to members & non-members 
Time: all day . representatives; open to all 
Place: BAC, 320 Newbury St., Boston Sore ita 3/5 
RSVP: 617-951-1433x221 ime: 6:00: par - 4/5 - 4/29 
Cost: varies Place: The Architects Building 
SVP: 617-051-1499x221 by de for Event: — “Rotch Scholars Exhibit” — in 
March and 5/4 for May addition to the Court House 
rear Foe <a at the: door tor exhibit described above, The 
Architects Building is also the 
3/15 & 4/19 site of an exhibit of the award- 
inni k of the 1994 Rotch 
Event: “Pin-Ups” — monthly series of Site SEO gs 
informal beer-&-pizza design Sponsor: Suffolk Construction Company 
discussions for sole practitioners Dates: Reception: 4/5 
Time: 6:00 pm 1433x221 to RSVP for any event Times: Reception: 6:00 pm 
Place: The Architects Building on this page. . . or use the BSA Exhibit: 9:00 am-5:00 om 
RSVP: 617-951-1433x221 by 3/14 for Events Registration form inserted in weekdays 
for March and 4/18 for April this issue . See p. 24 for a full Place: The Architects Building Gallery 
Cost: $10.00; $15.00 for non-members schedule of BSA committee RSVP: not required 
meetings open to all readers. Cost: free 
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“The Air We Breathe” is a designers’ 
symposium in Boston in April 


In April the BSA’s Architects for Social Re- 
sponsibility (ASR) Committee reaches new 
elevations with its two-part symposium titled 
“The Air We Breathe.” In past years, ASR 
has organized several workshops and 
charrettes that have brought together people 
from diverse backgrounds to focus on a 
variety of environmental issues but this April 
event promises to encompass an even wider 
participation. . . the air we breathe literally 
affects everyone. 


The symposium is a weekend forum at the 
Boston Architectural Center on April 9 (dur- 
ing which we focus on outdoor air quality) 
and April 10 (when the focus is indoor air 
quality). 


In the last decade, people have become 
increasingly concerned about the quality of 
the air we breathe both indoors and out. The 
effects on air quality of carpet “off-gassing,” 
construction materials, faulty HVAC sys- 
tems, internal combustion engines, and in- 
dustrial pollutants are becoming more clearly 
understood. The implications of breathing 
unhealthful air are yet to be fully determined 
but are a source of concern for us all. 


The decisions that architects, planners, land- 
scape architects, interior designers, and 
engineers make can contribute to or miti- 
gate indoor and outdoor air quality. This 
symposium addresses many of these deci- 
sions by expanding the debate to include 
professionals outside the design disciplines 
whose actions also affect the quality of the 
air we breathe. Each day of the two-day 
event is designed so that the problems 
associated with air quality are considered in 
two morning panel discussions. Following 
lunch, presentations of case studies illus- 
trate proposed and on-going solutions to 
air-quality improvement issues. Each day 
concludes with a roundtable discussion in 
which all the participating panelists focus on 
the questions generated from the audience. 


Proposed topics of discussion include land 
use, transportation, open space, power gen- 
eration, the effects of toxic materials on 
humans, and the nature of those materials. 
The panelists invited come from such di- 
verse backgrounds as the Environmental 
Protection Agency, The Dudley Street Ini- 
tiative, MIT's Planning Department, the Har- 
vard Medical School, the Conservation Law 
Foundation, and other major resources. 


For registration details, call the BSA at 617- 
951-1433x221. If you would like to volunteer 
to help (and thus gain free admission to this 
event) or if you are interested in more detail 
on the symposium, call my co-chair, Ed 


Neubauer, at 617-695-1225 (days) or call 
me in the evenings at 617-576-6731. 


Lucy Pediler AIA, Co-Chair 


Architects for Social Responsibility 


New firms, small firms, 
and sole practitioners 
develop business 
workshop series 


This is the season for sole practitioners, 
small firms, and new firms. . . itis the season 
in which BSA members seek to provide and 
to acquire hard information on organizing 
and managing small design businesses. 


In April and May, the BSA and the construc- 
tion law firm of Gadsby & Hannah sponsor a 
four-part seminar series on organizing your 
design firm's business. 


This four-part symposium is organized as 
follows: 

* Day One: Getting started on your own—why 
and how 

* Day Two: Protecting and running your busi- 
ness 

* Day Three: Successfully running the project 
* Day Four: Getting business and networking 


Among the specific issues addressed during 

this four-day event are these: 

* Why should you set up your own firm? 

* How do you arrange the transition from your 
current role to your new one? 

* How do you establish a business organiza- 
tion? 

* What are the key office administration is- 
sues? 

* What are the hiring issues? 

* What accounting systems are best-suited 
for you? 

* What are the liability, health & disability 
insurance issues? 

* How do you organize a project and decide 
on alternative project-delivery methods? 

* How do you set and collect fees? 

* How do you negotiate contracts and use 
contract documents? 

*Whatis contruction administration and what 
does it mean for you? 

¢ Which of the traditional and non-tradi- 
tional approaches to marketing will work for 
you? 

*Whatare the practical ethics of running your 
own business? 

* What AIA/BSA and other resources are 
available to help you? 


The series is scheduled for April 28, May 6, 
May 17, and May 25. All are full-day sessions 
and all will be held in The Architects Building, 
52 Broad St., Boston. 


For program details, call the BSA 617-951- 
1433x221 for the full workshop registration 
package. 


Rose and Iwerks are 
coming to dinner 





Canadian architect Peter Rose (above ‘left) 
and Boston's own Chris lwerks (right) are the 
guest targets in the March and April editions 
of “Conversations,” the frank and free-wheel- 
ing monthly crit-&-dinner discussion series 
for architects at the BSA. Members and non- 
members are welcome; the dinner and the 
conversation are terrific. See p. 2 for registra- 
tion details. 


We will be there and we hope you will join us. 
Peter Forbes FAIA, Andrea Leers FAIA, 


& Robert Silver AIA 
Co-Chairs, “Conversations” 


Teed off ?! 





The sixth annual BSA Golf Tournament 
is June 2. Mark your calendar. Contrac- 
tors, engineers, and others who own a 
putter and may be interested in tourna- 
ment sponsorship should call Alexandra 
Lee at the BSA, 617-951-1433x225. 
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Urban Design Film Series 
now at BSA 


The BSA’s Urban Design Committee, chaired 
by Peter Smith AIA and Norris Strawbridge 
AIA, is pleased to announce the first in a 
series of films on urban design, “The Social 
Life of Small Urban Spaces,” which will be 
screened on Thursday, April 7 at 6:30 pm, at 
The Architects Building, 52 Broad St., Bos- 
ton. The showing is free and open to the 
public. 


This 60-minute color film was produced by 
William H. Whyte and won the Silver Apple 
at the 1989 National Educational Film & 
Video Festival. Whyte uses time-lapse pho- 
tography in this witty and original film about 
the open spaces of cities and why some of 
them work for people and others do not. 
Based on direct observation of what people 
actually do, the film is a remarkably engag- 
ing and informative tour of cities while ex- 
ploring how they can be made more hospi- 
table. This is a provocative film that offers us 
general insights to urban environments that 
can be highly instructive in understanding 
the nature of Boston's urban spaces such as 
Copley Square, the Common, and the down- 
town area. Join us at 6:30 pm on April 7 at 
the BSA. 
Douglas Lipscomb AIA 
Urban Design Committee 


Sustainable design and 
energy issues are on the 
calendar 


The Energy Committee and Architects for 
Social Responsibility, now merged, regularly 
prepare this list of events in New England. 


*“The Latest Ideas in Sustainable 
Design”...AlA New Hampshire and the North- 
east Sustainable Energy Association spon- 
sora workshop on March 12 at UNH, Durham. 
For details, call 603-226-4550. 


* Regional sustainability, the energy innova- 
tions of the Chelsea Housing Project, and oil- 
heat efficiency...a New England Energy Task 
Force seminar. For details, call 617-565- 
9705 (Duane Day). 


* “Reinventing Our New England Environ- 
mental Network”. . .a two-day Tufts Environ- 
mental Citizenship/Center for Environmen- 
tal Management Program. Call 617-627- 
3451. 


« “The Air We Breathe”. . .The BSA's Archi- 
tects for Responsibility symposium on April 9 
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&10. See story on p. 3; call 617-951- 
1433x221. 


*“RENEW '94"... aconference targeting the 
development of renewable energy in the 
Northeast sponsored by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Energy in Stamford. Call 413-774- 
6051 (NESEA). 


¢ An environmental and energy-education 
initiative and celebration . . . a seven-week 
event taking place along the banks of the 
Charles River in Boston designed to raise 
energy and environmental awareness. Call 
617-876-8882 (Jackson Madnick). 


* Energy-crafted homes, alternative trans- 
portation fuels, and energy-efficiency mea- 
sures at Carney Hospital. . .a New England 
Task Force seminar. Call 617-565-9705 
(Duane Day). 


Finally, the Massachusetts Energy Tracking 
Network (METNet) is aproposed community 
computer-networking project focusing on 
energy conservation. Its goal is to enable 
people to make changes in their homes, 
workplaces, and lives that save money, make 
us less dependent on imported energy re- 
sources, and improve environmental condi- 
tions here. METNet includes a data-tracking 
component, atransportation component, and 
a “green pages”. Call 203-949-1570. 


“The Green File” 





The extraordinary growth in interest in issues 
surrounding sustainable design and envi- 
ronmentally responsible building products 
has included a growth in “green” events 
throughout Massachusetts and elsewhere. 
To help BSA members and friends stay on 
top of it all, the BSA’s Architects for Social 
Responsibility Committee (ASR) has estab- 
lished “The Green File.” This is a special 
collection of materials in the BSA office that 
includes information on conferences, work- 
shops, seminars, publications, and other 
events and materials related to the growing 
environmental movement in the building in- 
dustry. This reference file is open to anyone 
who cares to peruse it and ASR urges read- 
ers to contribute to this file to keep it current. 


Justice on the Fan Pier 





The BSA hosts an exhibit of the design of 
Boston's New Federal Courthouse by Pei 
Cobb Freed and Partners and Jung/Brannen 
Associates in March. The latest drawings 
and recently completed, detailed model of 
this 500,000-s.f. structure to be built on the 
landmark Fan Pier site is on display from 
March 10 through April 1 in The Architects 
Building. 


An opening reception is on March 10, 6:00 
pm -7:30 pm, to which all BSA members and 
friends are invited at no charge. The archi- 
tects will discuss the project during the re- 
ception. Join us on March 10 at The Archi- 
tects Building, 52 Broad St., Boston. 


Frank DiMella AIA, Co-Chair 
BSA Exhibits Committee 


L.A. is o.k. for May 





Despite the tragedy of the most recent Cali- 
fornia earthquake and after-shocks, our col- 
leagues in southern California remind us that 
the profession has responded quickly in many 
ways to help those in need of assistance as 
a result of the earthquake. In addition, our 
colleagues tell us that plans for the national 
AIA Convention in Los Angeles (May 13-16) 
are unaffected by the recent changes in the 
natural environment and once again urge all 
of us able to come to California in May to do 
so with high expectations of an unusual 
Convention. 


The BSA and AIA New England host a spe- 
cial Convention reception for New England 
architects on May 15 at the Convention. This 
is an annual highlight of the national AIA 
Convention. . . and it is free. 


For more information on Convention regis- 
tration and other details, call 202-626-7396 
(Kate Hedderich). 


AIA’s 1994 Honor Awards 
go to Massachusetts 
architects 


The 1994 National AIA Honor Award-recipi- 
ents recently announced in Washington in- 
clude the extraordinary Salem Witch Trials 
Tercentenary Memorial by James Cutler Ar- 
chitects of Washington, Rowes Wharf by 
SOM/Chicago, the continuing redevelopment 
of the Charlestown Navy Yard by the BRA, 
and the three well-known projects by Boston 
designers pictured here: 
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Newburyport’s Firehouse Civic Center 
(above) by Schwartz/Silver Architects; the 
Charlestown Navy Yard Rowhouses (below) 
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by William Rawn Associates; and the Post 
Office Square Park and Garage (below) won 
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an Honor Award for Urban Design for 
Ellenzweig Associates, The Halvorson Com- 
pany, Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Dou- 
glas, SOM, The Friends of Post Office Square, 
The Boston Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment, and the Boston Transportation De- 
partment. 


Calls for entries: 
housing and interiors 
deadlines are now 


There are four 1994 BSA design awards 
programs this Spring. 


* The biannual Housing Design Awards 
Program invites submissions of all single- 
family and multi-family housing types. The 
program is open to all Massachusetts archi- 
tects and their projects throughout the world 
and also to architects anywhere in the world 
who are submitting projects in Massachu- 
setts. 


+ The biannual Interior Architecture De- 
sign Awards Program invites entries of inte- 
riors of all building types. The program is 
open to all Massachusetts architects and 
their projects throughout the world and also 
to architects anywhere in the world who are 
submitting projects in Massachusetts. 


* The third annual Unbuilt Architecture 
Awards Program is also under way and in- 
cludes both “real” and “theoretical” unbuilt 
projects. Everyone is eligible. 


* The deadline for the second annual New 
England Healthcare Facilities Design 
Awards program was February 23. Award- 
winners will be identified at the NEHA Annual 
Meeting in Boston (March 29-31 ; for registra- 
tion details, call 603-862-1903). 


The calls for entries for the housing and 
interiors programs have been mailed. For 
additional copies, call the BSA at 617-951- 
1433x221. The call for entries for unbuilt 
architecture will be mailed later in the Spring. 


A complete 1994 schedule of design awards 
programs sponsored by the BSA, AIA New 
England, and the national AIA was inserted 
in the last issue of the ChapterLetter. For 
additional copies, call 617-951-1433x221. 


Warren Schwartz AIA 
Commissioner of Architectural Design 


Mayor names new BRA 
director. .. and she is at 
the BSA in March 


Marisa Lago (left), 
until recently the 
general counsel to 
the New York City 
Economic Develop- 
ment Corporation 
(New York’s coun- 
terpart of the BRA), 
has been named by 
Boston Mayor Tom 
Menino to succeed 
Paul Barrett as Director of the Boston Rede- 
velopment Authority. In a significant upgrad- 
ing of that role, Menino has simultaneously 
named Lago Boston’s Chief of Economic 
Development. 
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Lago is a graduate of Harvard Law School, 
worked in Boston for some time, and is 
married to Boston architect Ron Finiw AIA of 
Shepley Bulfinch Richardson and Abbott. 


On March 16, Lago is the guest speaker in 
“Points of View,” the monthly BSA program 
sponsored by Beacon Construction Com- 
pany. See page 2 for registration details for 
this event. 


What is the most 
beautiful project in 
greater Boston ? 


The City of Boston and the BSA annually 
present the Harleston Parker Award to the 
most beautiful project built in the past 10 
years in the greater Boston area. In 1993, the 
choice was MIT's Rotch Library by Schwartz/ 
Silver Architects (for which a reception is 
planned for late Spring). 


What project should be honored this year? 
Anyone reading this sentence is invited to 
nominate one or more projects in the greater 
Boston area for this award. Any building or 
monument or similar structure is eligible; it 
does not matter who the architect is or was. 
The project could be as large as the Hancock 
tower or as small as amonumentor a single- 
family home. Send your suggestions for the 
jury’s consideration on a postcard to Harleston 
Parker Award Nominations, BSA, 52 Broad 
St., Boston 02109. Questions? Call the BSA 
at 617-951-1433x221 and ask for the 
Harleston Parker Award guidelines. 


Colin Smith FAIA, Chair 
Harleston Parker Committee 
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BSA Design Committee forum explores “pluralism” 


The BSA Design Committee, chaired by 
Robert Brown AIA, and its discussion group 
under the co-direction of Ed Frenette AIA 
and David Fixler AIA have hosted a number 
of informal panel discussions over the past 
year on current issues affecting architecture 
and the design community. The following 
are excerpts from one of these poignant 
Design Committee discussions. Full tran- 
scripts may be obtained from the BSA; send 


your request with a 29¢ SASE to “Pluralism” 


Transcript, BSA, 52 Broad St., Boston 02109. 
The Design Committee meets on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month; all are welcome at 
no charge. 


PLURALISM 


Panelists: 

George Baird, RAIC (Professor, 
Architectural Theory, Harvard GSD) 

Cynthia Davidson (Editor, ANY, 
Architecture, New York) 

Michael Hays (Associate Professor, 
Architecture, Harvard GSD) 

Ed Frenette AIA, moderator (Symmes, Maini 
& McKee) 


FRENETTE: “Where's architecture going?” 
A common reaction to the end of this millen- 
nium and the beginning of the next is the 
desire to sum up where we are in the evolu- 
tion of architecture and the need to speculate 
on the future. 


As a matter of record, the diversity of archi- 
tectural expression today is similar to that of 
the period at the turn of the last century. 
Today’s pluralism is like yesterday’s eclecti- 
cism in its diversity. And, like the debates of 
yesterday, today’s architects often dispute 
the appropriateness of alternative architec- 
tural expressions rather than the primacy of 
any single expression. From a historic per- 
spective, yesterday's “battle of the styles” is 
being fought on today’s “contextual” grounds. 


lt appears that evolutionary changes in taste, 
beliefs and fact that once took place across 
generations are now taking place within gen- 
erations. 


If so, will the architecture of the future be- 
come meaningless? no more than the appro- 
priate dress for the specific function? Or was 
the past ever as simple as we now perceive 
it? Is there a significant difference between 
yesterday's eclecticism and today’s plural- 
ism? Can our architectural future be pre- 
dicted by reference to history or the shifts in 
taste? Can our architectural future be pre- 
dicted scientifically? 


BAIRD: Pluralism is a theoretical construct 
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similar to the eclecticism of the 19th century. 
| believe that the “dilemmas of eclecticism” 
formed part of the first generation of modern- 
ist critiques of 19th-century practices. Those 
critiques are still credible. 


DAVIDSON: Inarecent board meeting at 
ANY magazine we went around and around 
about how one would structure an issue of 
“Ten Buildings — Ten Critics." Nobody would 
go on record and say, “This is what architects 
should be doing,” because of the current 
pluralistic cultural condition in architecture. 
A singular strong line of thought may have 
been more possible during the Modern pe- 
riod of architecture. 


HAYS: | believe that pluralism is either trivial 
or false. If pluralism means that different 
people and groups have different perspec- 
tives, it is trivial because it has little or no 
power to explain. If pluralism is differentiated 
spaces for a particular society, it’s a theory of 
the present and therefore false. Constraints 
on architecture due to construction methods, 
zoning, available materials, spatial types and 
programmatic requirements are more se- 
vere than they've ever been. Architecture as 
a service industry is expected to provide 
easily consumable styles, looks and effects. 
Today's choice of styles makes architecture 
seem plural but such styles are not differen- 
tiated in a genuine sense. | can't tell the 
difference between the work of Aldo Rossi, 
Michael Graves, and Arata lsozaki. This kind 
of pluralism is simply false. 


In theoretical terms, pluralism operates to 
foreclose the important issues of context 
which would give architecture real meaning: 
not just physical context but also social and 
historical context. Pluralism tends to fore- 
close the consideration of the very context 
which might make it possible to theorize 
about genuine differences and alternatives. 


The most interesting things about architec- 
ture are the very complex negotiations be- 
tween practicalities, legalities and formali- 
ties. Our attempts as theorists or as design- 
ers should be to visualize those connections 
and negotiations taking place in architecture. 


Pluralism is a slippery term. As pluralism 
slides into contextualism it assumes that the 
existing social context is THE arbiter of cor- 
rectness. It seems to me that architects 
should be responsible for creating possibili- 
ties that don’t exist without an architect's 
intervention. 


BAIRD: My recent experience suggests that 
the protagonists of difference (Pluralism) have 
far more in common than they are prepared 


to let on. What is often happening in groups 
that are self-warned and self-identified is that 
they don’t feel that they've gotten their “slice 
of the pie” and they are agitating for it. | am 
skeptical about the sincerity of claims of 
difference among people who are sitting 
around the same table. 


FRENETTE: If we consider architecture a 
language, we can say one function of the 
architectis to be “architecturally literate” within 
the visual dialect of the client. 


DAVIDSON: Are you saying that when you 
work in adifferent culture, you must give your 
architectural designs meaning, ethnic or oth- 
erwise? Your clients can add their own signs 
over the door. 


FRENETTE: There are several approaches 
to creating meaning. You can “collage” ele- 
ments that have meaning to a specific culture 
with a more neutral architecture. Or you can 
try to synthesize such elements with the 
architectural form. 


BAIRD: It makes adifference whether you're 
a nice liberal architect working for a foreign 
community and struggling with whether or 
not your architecture should contain an ex- 
otic image expressive of that culture. . . or 
whether you are a foreigner developing a 
building for your own culture which may have 
an exotic image. It's different if you're oper- 
ating within a set of rules which go beyond 
your own intentions. Once you're into the 
realm of conscious intention, you may as well 
wear your skyscraper hat on your head. 


FRENETTE: Are you saying that cultural 
expression by a third party is illegitimate? Is 
it possible to create designs which are both 
culturally and personally expressive? 


BAIRD: You are assuming that cultural 
expression means visual and stylistic ex- 
pression. The foreign example suggests 
that a group can be represented by a simple 
architectural sign. That is a restriction of 
meaning rather than a genuine pluralistic 
meaning. Some spaces work best because 
no one has stamped a meaning on them. 


FRENETTE: Is this decade more pluralistic 
than the last and is anyone willing to specu- 
late on the future? 


BAIRD: | can'tsay anything about the present 
but | have ahypothesis about the future. The 
coming-apart of architecture in 1968 is now 
history. It was a pivotal point. It was an 
historical examination of various approaches: 
design methodology, social activism, histori- 
cism all came out of the explosion of 1968. 


That explosion needs to be re-examined and 
might offer some interesting lessons for the 
future. I'm astonished at the intellectual 
hangover that still exists from Modernism. 
We are in limbo between Modernism and 
something else. 


The backlash against Post-Modernism and 
avant-garde practices, when combined with 
an aversion to political complicity on the part 
of architectural faculties, results in a faculty 
afraid not to go back to ground zero. They're 
terrified that somebody like Cynthia will ex- 
pose them as complicit with the status quo. 
This creates an academic culture which be- 
lileves they must always go back to the begin- 
ning or else they won't be taken seriously. 


I'm not sure that architects were ever as 
powerful as Modernists once claimed. | think 
they were never as powerful as the intellec- 
tual myth suggested. 


| also see an evolution which will lead to the 
questioning of the idea of being a profes- 
sional. The whole structure of relationships 
— architect, client, etc. — will all go up into the 
air. 


HAYS: Architects are going to find ways to 
work in other areas; unexpected couplings 
are emerging. 


DAVIDSON: If pluralism can be defined as 
a core of sameness disguised within a fa- 
cade of diversity, to what does the architect 
hold herself? Or, for that matter, against 
what does the architect hold herself? You 
need something to which to react. To say 
“I'm against that and my opposition defines 
where | am” is a strong definition. | don't 
know how else to define where we are, and 
| don't know where we are going. But we can 
all keep getting up each day to see what the 
new day brings. 





Sole practitioners 
discuss design! 


“Pin-Ups” — the BSA's unique 
design salon for sole practitioners — 
continues monthly at the BSA. 

See p. 2. 


“The Boston Conference” begins in April 


In 1984, led by the Boston Globe and MIT, 
the BSA and a handful of other associations 
and organizations focused on Boston and 
how to make it an even more livable city ina 
major conference that has become a bench- 
mark not only for Boston but for other urban 
areas dealing with major long-term planning 
issues. 


In April 1994, the second chapter in this 
extraordinary planning and design effort gets 
under way. Led once again by MIT and the 
Globe, and this time joined by Harvard, New 
England Cable News, Massport, the Mass. 
Turnpike, the BRA, EOTC, Boston Edison, 
NYNEX, the Bank of Boston, Shawmut Bank, 
the Beacon Companies, Hancock Insurance, 
the Prudential Realty Group and, of course, 
the BSA, this 1994 effort focuses on the 
region’s uncertain economy, the opportuni- 
ties presented by ISTEA, the federal Clean 
Air Act amendments, and the Boston-area 
megaprojects (the Central Artery/Tunnel 
Project, the Logan Airport Modernization, 
and billions more in transit investments). 


“The Boston Conference” asks two funda- 
mental questions: how do we maximize the 
payoffs from current infrastructure invest- 
ments and what comes next? The relation- 
ship between major transportation issues in 
the region and the region's economic devel- 
opment provides the stimulus for the Confer- 
ence, which is characterized by a series of 
research and policy analyses, the televised 
conference itself (April 14 & 15), anda follow- 
up series of recommendations in May but- 
tressed by extensive Globe publications. 


Subtitled “Shaping the Accessible Region,” 
the conference is organized around several 
issues: the economy, transportation, the 
environment, urban design, and governance 
... and these organizing ideas are examined 
through a dozen workshops that range from 
“Does Greater Boston Need a Second Air- 
port?” to “Mobility and Social Equity.” BSA 
members David Lee FAIA, Joan Goody FAIA, 
and Antonio DiMambro AIA will be workshop 
leaders and the BSA’s Urban Design Com- 
mittee and Northeastern University are de- 
veloping a major exhibit on the future of 
greater Boston with a focus on existing ex- 
hibit materials throughout the region. (Call 
Alexandra Lee at the BSA, 617-951- 
1433x225, if you would like to work on this 
exhibit, which is scheduled to resurface in 
The Architects Building, Build Boston, and 
elsewhere in the region.) 


The intent of this conference, much like the 
1984 groundbreaking effort, is to develop a 
body of planning recommendations and a 


framework for action, to initiate a wider public 
dialogue on major transportation and eco- 
nomic developmentissues, and to strengthen 
our uncertain regional economy. 


Keep your eye on the Globe and, on April 14 
& 15, on New England Cable News for de- 
tails and for the conference itself, which will 
take place at the Kennedy Library. For more 
information, write Tom Piper, “The Boston 
Conference,” Department of Urban Studies 
and Planning, MIT, Cambridge 02139-4307. 


Two new books explore 
design studios and home 
design 


Architecture 101: A Guide to the Design 
Studio is the title of a new book published by 
John Wiley & Sons that introduces students 
to the culture and purpose of design studios 
in school and helps them understand how 
design projects are conceived and executed. 


In fewer than 200 pages, author Andy Press- 
man AIA (who practices in Chicago and 
teaches at the University of Wisconsin-Mil- 
waukee) manages to range from desk crits 
and pin-ups to information diagram analysis 
to site context models to mechanical sys- 
tems consultants to finding the first job after 
graduation. He does this not only with admi- 
ral directness and brevity, especially consid- 
ering the detail he manages to include, but 
also does it with humor and with interjections 
of interesting comments from Hugh Newell 
Jacobsen, Helmut Jahn, Arthur Erickson, 
and the late Charles Moore, among others. 


Homing Instinct: Using Your Lifestyle to De- 
sign & Build Your Home is the title of another 
new book, this one from Warner Books, 
aimed at laypeople considering building their 
own homes. This 400-page effort by John 
Connell (who lectures at the BAC on March 
30) attempts to provide “hands-on builders 
and armchair architects. . . with all the basics 
necessary to make informed decisions on 
every aspect of planning, designing, and 
constructing a home.” Connell, an architect 
and builder, teaches at Yale and is the founder 
and director of Vermont's Yestermorrow 
Design/Build School. 


Reference copies of both the Pressman and 
the Connell books are available in the BSA 
Members Library. 
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Will your firm be in the 
next edition of the 
Directory? 


Two months ago every AIA member-firm in 
Massachusetts was mailed a survey form for 
the next edition of The Directory of AIA Firms 
in Massachusetts. This new edition will be 
published in the Fall. 


This is your last opportunity to ensure that 
you are included at no cost in this once-a- 
year Directory which we distribute to pro- 
spective clients and thousands of others with 
an interest in Massachusetts architecture 
firms. If you have not returned your survey 
form, call Directory editor Stephanie Jones- 
Bramble today at 617-951-1433x227. 


Industry professionals interested in placing 
paid advertisements in the Directory should 
call Lisa Vendola, the BSA advertising sales 
czarina, at 800-662-1235x301 (in Boston 
call 951-1433x301). 


Architects’ guide to 
consultants and 
contractors now available 


The BSA’s new, Spring 1994 edition of the 
popular “Guide to Consultants & Contrac- 
tors” is now available from the BSA. It is free 
and a copy will be inserted in the next issue 
of the ChapterLetter. For those of you who 
want your copy immediately, call the BSA at 
617-951-1433x221. 


Consultants and contractors who would like 
to be in the next edition of the Guide, which 
comes out in the Fall, should call 617-951- 
1433x221 for listing information. 


BSA Speakers Bureau ! 








Inserted in the last issue of the ChapterLet- 
ter was a BSA Speakers Bureau survey 
form. If you want to promote your business 
and the profession, get your name on the 
listof BSA members available as speakers 
in schools, community organizations, cli- 
ent groups, and elsewhere. For additional 
copies of the Speakers Bureau survey form, 
AlAmembers in Massachusetts should call 
the BSA at 617-951-1433x221 or, outside 
Boston, 800-662-1235x221. | 
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Does your firm want 
residential work ? 


The deadline for the 1994 BSA/AIA Massa- 
chusetts referral list of architects interested 
in residential and small-scale commercial 
projects (projects with construction budgets 
under $400,000) is March 22. If you have 
returned the survey form, terrific. If you have 
not, you only have a few minutes left. For 
additional copies of the form, call 617-951- 
1433x221. 


Bob Campbell wants to 
give you your 15 minutes 


Robert Campbell FAIA, architect/critic/re- 
porter for The Boston Globe and numerous 
other publications, is seeking houses or resi- 
dential rehabs for occasional features in the 
“Home” section of the Globe. Work submit- 
ted should be unusual in some problem- 
solving way —site, program, client, etc. —and 
should be located in the greater Boston are 
(but, ideally, not in Cambridge). Do not call: 
mail material to Campbell at 54 Antrim St., 
Cambridge 02139 or fax it to 617-576-4784. 


Would you like to sell a 
service or a product to 
architects & specifiers ? 


If you are a building industry manufacturer, 
supplier, distributor, vendor, or other profes- 
sional seeking to sell products or services to 
architects, specifiers, interior designers, land- 
scape architects, and other building industry 
users, join us for the 10th-anniversary edi- 
tion of Build Boston, the U.S. design and 
construction industry convention and trade 
show that has earned an international repu- 
tation for its effectiveness as a marketplace 
of products and ideas. 


For information on exhibit possibilities, call 
the BSA/Build Boston marketing team at 
617-951-1433x301. 


Architecture at the core of 
new Boston arts festival ? 
... Of course ! 


In October the Boston Common becomes 
the site for a major event that is both a 
resuscitation of the Boston Arts Festival that 
used to grace the Esplanade and an inven- 
tive new mechanism to help show the world 
how Boston-area arts, architecture, design, 
crafts, fashion, and other visual art forms 
change the world for the better. 


Imagine a modern-day Woodstock for archi- 
tecture and the arts. Organized by Sidewalk 
Sam and two dozen supporting organiza- 
tions such as the BSA, this event in October 
is designed to show hundred of thousands of 
visitors over a four-day period in October 
how visual invention and visual understand- 
ing affect the quality of daily life, how careers 
can be based on visual and design problem- 
solving skills, and how an individual can 
benefit by using the services of someone 
with such skills. 


Several BSA committees are now working 
jointly to organize what could be an enor- 
mous opportunity to promote design and 
designers to an unusually broad public audi- 
ence. We need your enthusiasm, your help, 
your participation. Join us. Call Alexandra 
Lee at the BSA, who is serving as the archi- 
tectural switchboard for this event, at 617- 
951-1433x225. 


Have you filed BB-14 ? 


If you are interested in proposing a workshop 
for Build Boston '94, nowis the time to call the 
BSA, 617-951-1433x221, and request Build 
Boston workshop proposal form BB-14. 


The deadline for Build Boston workshop pro- 
posals is April 4. Build Boston '94 is Novem- 
ber 15, 16, & 17. Mark your calendar. . . and 
call for BB-14 now ! For all workshop panel- 
ists who volunteer their time, Build Boston 
provides an exceptional marketing, network- 
ing, and training opportunity. .. and afew free 
workshops. Now is the only time available to 
propose a workshop you may wish to lead or 
moderate in 1994. The deadline is April 4. 
The number is 617-951-1433x221. Ask for 
BB-14. 


Sales tax/use tax issues seem resolved 


This is to confirm that the Commissioner of 
Revenue has agreed to accept thirty-five 
percent (35%) of the Department's use tax 
assessments on reprographic purchases for 
tax years 1985 through 1992 in full and final 
settlement of [your design firm's] abatement 
request on this issue. . . Accordingly, the 
Department will abate sixty-five percent (65%) 
of the taxes assessed for these periods, 
along with all interest and penalty assess- 
ments. . . 


Thatis the basic text of letters the Massachu- 
setts Department of Revenue (DOR) is mail- 
ing to design firms that filed for the sales tax/ 
use tax abatements on which we have been 
reporting for the past year or two. The es- 
sence of this DOR letter is that the agree- 
ment the architectural community thought it 
had reached with DOR a year ago does in 
fact seem to be in effect. That is terrific news. 
. . and it is a reflection once again of the 
power of the architectural community when it 
attacks significant legislative issues collec- 
tively. 


Hill & Barlow partner Chris Noble, one of our 
invaluable legal advisors during this battle, 
also provides us with this report: 


In a letter ruling issued in December 1993, 
the Massachusetts Department of Revenue 
states that it has determined that all reim- 
bursable expenses incurred by the manage- 
ment consultant and its subconsultants in 
connection with the Central Artery/Tunnel 
Project constitute taxable purchases under 
the state sales tax statute, even though; 

¢ the project management contract states 
specifically that the management consultant 
is acting as an agent for the Commonwealth 
in making such purchases; 

¢ title to all property purchased by the man- 
agement consultant invests in the Common- 
wealth immediately upon purchase, and; 

« the state highway department issued a 
Contractor's Exempt Purchase Certificate to 
the management consultant and instructed 
that consultant to use the certificate in con- 
junction with all purchases. 


This letter ruling, Noble explains, extends to 
Massachusetts public projects the same prin- 
ciples that the Department of Revenue ap- 
plied to projects developed by private tax- 
exempt institutions in DOR Directive 93-4. It 
reemphasizes DOR's position that purchases 
of reproductions and prints are taxable trans- 
actions even if they are procured in connec- 
tion with agovernmental or non-profit project. 
Any architect who is still having a problem 
obtaining reimbursement from public or non- 
profit clients for sales taxes paid on printing 


and other reimbursable expenses should 
refer such clients to DOR Letter Ruling 93- 
16, copies of which may be obtained by 
calling the BSA at 617-951-1433x232 or 
faxing your request to 617-951-0845. 


Michael Hicks AIA, Chair 
Legislative Affairs Committee 


Ed. note: Hicks and his Legislative Affairs 
Committee were honored in Washington in 
February with a special award for their 
work on this sales tax/use tax issue; see 
the story on page 14. 


Fast action by architects 
and allies kills onerous 
bill 


On the morning of January 10, 1994, the AIA 
Massachusetts/BSA Legislative Affairs Com- 
mittee learned from an alert BSA member 
that a bill passed by the Massachusetts 
legislature during the rush to end the year 
(Senate Bill #869) would require all construc- 
tion debts to be paid prior to the issuance of 
an occupancy permit. We also discovered 
that Governor Weld had only until the follow- 
ing Friday, January 14, to sign the bill or veto 
it. 


Lawyers who work with our committee ad- 
vised us that this bill was so poorly con- 
structed and the concepts informing the lan- 
guage so naive that, if it became law, S- 869 
would create serious problems for all who 
are involved in construction projects. 


We immediately joined forces with our coun- 
terparts in the engineering and construction 
professions, ACEC and AGC respectively, 
and with several expert attorneys who deal 
with construction law. Efforts were also coor- 
dinated with other professional groups such 
as the National Association of Industrial and 
Office Parks and the Greater Boston Real 
Estate Board. Several fax campaigns were 
initiated by these groups and the BSA to 
ensure that the Governor understood the 
level of opposition to the bill. . . and the bill 
was vetoed. 


This fortunate development underscores the 
need for a mechanism for fast and effective 
action by the architectural community when 
potentially harmful situations are discovered. 
This experience also underscores the 
strength that can be gained when building 
industry associations work together towarda 


PRACTICE 


common goal. To that end, the Legislative 
Affairs Committee is developing a FAXalert 
network that will be used to disseminate 
information and direct future statewide cam- 
paigns of this kind. Your participation not only 
will increase our effectiveness. . . your 
particpation as an architect is crucial. 


If you are wiling to become part of this net- 
work, complete and return the FAXalert form 
inserted in this issue of the ChapterLetter; for 
additional copies of this form call 617-951- 
1433x221 or, outside Boston, 800-662-1235. 


We anticipate that we will be contacting those 
who join us about bills that should be sup- 
ported as well as bills that should be de- 
feated. When appropriate, we will ask you to 
write an occasional letter or send an occa- 
sional fax to your representative or senator. 
Together we have proved that we can make 
a difference. . . join us today. 


Michael Hicks AIA, Chair 
Legislative Affairs Committee 


Ed. note: Hicks also reminds us that, almost 
immediately after the Governor's veto, Sena- 
tor Charles Shannon (Republican—Winches- 
ter) refiled this bill. . . so we have won the 
battle but as yet not the war. Those of you 
who live in Senator Shannon's district may 
wish to convey to the Senator your take on 
this legislation. 


Best designer-selection 
safeguard is threatened 


The Brooks Act, the renowned federal legis- 
lation named after its drafter, Texas con- 
gressman Jack Brooks, appears to be on the 
verge of evisceration. This tried-and-tested 
federal law that requires qualifications-based 
selection of architects and engineers, is a 
model for similar legislation in three dozen 
states, including Massachusetts. Architects 
and engineers throughout the U.S. have 
been and continue to lobby their representa- 
tives in Washington to preserve this land- 
mark legislation; you may wish to call/write/ 
fax/telegram your Senators and Represen- 
tatives in Washington immediately. For more 
information on this effort, call 617-951- 
1433x225 (Alexandra Lee at the BSA). 
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Should we seek changes 
in our architectural 
licensing law? 


The Registration Law Reform Task Force 
was established by AIA Massachusetts and 
the BSA, in response to a recent Massachu- 
setts court decision regarding the use of an 
architect's stamp, to re-examine the existing 
Massachusetts registration statute and to 
determine if there are ways in which the 
statute should be changed. Any changes 
would require a legislative amendment but 
first would require significant comments and 
advice from Massachusetts architects. 


The issues are complex and range from 
public health and welfare issues to “rubber- 
stamping” issues to the new realities of de- 
sign projects connected only by computer 
and not necessarily by shared physical space. 
Our task force is seeking your advice. We 
have prepared a summary of some of the 
issues at hand and it is available from the 
BSA; call 617-951-1433x232 for a copy. We 
would welcome as much comment from the 
profession in Massachusetts as possible. 
Our deadline is March 31, 1994. 


Kay Barned-Smith AIA 
& Stanley Martin, Esq. 
Co-Chairs 


State’s ADA-informed 
accessibility regulations 
near completion 


By the January 1 deadline for public com- 
ment on its draft accessibility regulations, the 
Massachusetts Architectural Access Board 
(AAB) had received over 50 sets of com- 
ments on the draft regulations issued on 
October 1. Architects, contractors, building 
inspectors, public agencies (EOCD, MHFA, 
ect.), and accessibility advocacy groups sub- 
mitted their comments in written form as part 
of the mandated public-review process that 
also included a series of public hearings in 
Massachusetts in November. 


| attended the final public hearing in Boston 
on November 10 and verbally presented a 
condensed set of comments on this regula- 
tion to the AAB. Copies of my comments and 
of the comments submitted by Bill Hammer 
AIA, Chair of the BSA/AIA Massachusetts 
Housing Committee, were distributed widely 
by the BSA and a number of BSA member- 
firms submitted their own comments on the 
draft regulations. 


Deborah Ryan, Executive Director of the 
AAB, reported to me in early January that the 
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AAB planned to review all of the comments 
received before any final regulations were 
issued. This review of comments is likely to 
take until the end of March with final regula- 
tions ready for promulgation by late Spring or 
Summer. Until that time, the existing regula- 
tions remain in effect. 


For additional copies of the draft regulations, 
call the AAB at 617-727-0660. For copies of 
the extensive comments submitted by me 
and by Bill Hammer, send your request with 
a52¢ SASE to Accessibility Comments, BSA, 
52 Broad St., Boston 02109. 


Roger N. Goldstein AIA, Chair 
AIA Massachusetts/AAB Liaison 


AIAEDS means you won’t 
run out of crucial AIA 
Documents again 


Reflecting the increasing use of electronic 
systems, architects, contractors, attorneys, 
and other users now have the option of 
editing and producing AIA Documents in 
your offices on personal computer systems. 
AlA Electronic Documents Service (AIAEDS), 
now available through the BSA, gives li- 
censed users a virtually unlimited supply of 
more than 75 AIA Documents on disks. By 
inserting the disks into an IBM-compatible 
personal computer, you can produce AIA 
Documents for assembling project manuals, 
negotiating terms, executing final construc- 
tion documents, and administering projects. 
All changes are clearly indicated to distin- 
guish between the original text and additions 
or deletions to the AIA Document. 


AIAEDS licenses are valid for one year after 
the date of installation; the cost for the year's 
license is $325 for AIA members and $425 
for non-members. As AIA Documents are 
amended, licensed users receive the latest 
versions of the diskette. Licenses are renew- 
able annually, allowing uninterrupted use of 
AIAEDS. 


Since AIAEDSis contained on diskettes, the 
storage requirements are reduced drasti- 
cally. Similarly, AAAEDS cuts the administra- 
tive time and costs necessary to alter and 
reproduce edited documents or addenda. 


In addition to the inventory of AIA Docu- 
ments, licensed users receive a detailed 
users manual, reference manual, glossary of 
construction terms, and an overview and 
synopsis of the documents. AlAEDSrequires 


an IBM-compatible 386/SX or faster per- 
sonal computer, MicroSoft Windows 3.1, 
Lotus 123 version 2.3 (or Excel 4.0), anda 
compatible laser jet printer. A version for 
Macintosh systems is being developed. 


For a full list of AIA Documents currently in 
this electronic format and for additional de- 
tails about AIAEDS, call me at the BSA, 617- 
951-1433x222. Of course, the BSA contin- 
ues to sell printed (hard-copy) AIA Docu- 
ments. 


Elizabeth Simmons 
AIA Documents Manager 


Do you need Summer 
interns ? 


At this time each year, the BSA receives 
inquires form high-school and college stu- 
dents seeking paid or unpaid Summer in- 
ternships with Boston-area design firms. If 
you think your firm needs such help this year 
and would like the BSA to include you (at no 
charge) on our referral list for interns, call the 
BSA now (617-951-1433x221 or, for those of 
you outside of Boston, 800-662-1235x221, 
and ask for a copy of the Summer intern reply 
form. 


The April 1 Seminars 


The BSA's annual series of seminars on April 

1, now a four decade-old tradition, continues 

this year with these special workshops for 

architects: 

* “Since We're Not Going To Be Paid Any- 
way, Why Not Charge Higher Fees?” 

* “14 Architecture Professors Explore the 
Future of the Past” 

* “Getting Rich by Pitching Your Niche (Ditch 
the Kitsch and Hitch Your Wagon to an 
ltch!)” 

* “Require Every American to Purchase De- 
sign Services Along With Guaranteed 
Healthcare: A Unique Legislative Initiative” 

* “How To Blame Someone Else For Virtually 
Everything” 


All workshops begin at the same time, 1:00 
am, at the BSA office on April 1. No charge 
and no reservations necessary; simply show 
up. 


BSA members form new 
computer graphics/virtual 
reality committee 


lf you are involved with 3D CAD modeling or 
computer rendering or computer graphics/ 
virtual reality programming or the practical 
uses Of virtual reality. . then you will want to 
take advantage of a new committee that 
meets for the first time on March 30 at The 
Architects Building. 


This new group — The BSA Computer Graph- 
ics/Virtual Reality Committee — began taking 
form after Build Boston '93, which for the first 
time focused many of the workshops on 
these high-tech opportunities. The commit- 
tee, which will meet regularly, will focus on 
process and product, on practical and effec- 
tive uses of computer graphics imaging, ani- 
mation, and virtual reality. . . and on the 
trade-offs and advantages of these new tools. 
The purpose, as with many user groups, is to 
demonstrate the technology, exchange ideas, 
and explore the usefulness of these media in 
the building industry. 


All levels of computer graphics/virtual reality 
users, regardless of the computer platform 
you are currently working on (DOS, Mac, 
Unix, VMS) are urged to join us. For the first 
meeting on March 30, Peter Jurgensen, the 
founder of Mynzy, will join us to make a 
presentation. Jurgensen is an MIT graduate 
who is developing a conceptual design pro- 
gram and who worked on the development of 
the first CAD program at SOM/Chicago. He 
has extensive experience in computer graph- 
ics applications and will talk a bit about the 
history of computer graphics. 


Join us on March 30: there is no charge but 
do call the BSA at 617-951-1433x221 to let 
us know you coming so we reserve a seat at 
the table. For more information on this new 
BSA committee, please call me at 617-227- 
7310 or communicate with me by e-mail 
(rsr@world.std.com). 


Roberto Ribeiro, Chair 
Computer Graphics/VR Committee 








“Want to buy or sell? 








Do you have space to sublet? extra draft- 
ing stations? a used Sweets catolgue to 
sell? Forthese and countless other needs, 
see the BSA Classified inserted in this 
issue of the ChapterLetter. 








Your taxes and your dues: 
changes in federal law 


Among the changes made recently in federal 
tax law are changes in the tax-deductibility of 
professional dues such as those we pay to 
the BSA/AIA. For federal income tax pur- 
poses, payments made to the BSA/AIA are 
not charitable deductions but are deductible 
as trade or business expenses except for the 
percentage spent on lobbying federal or state 
governments. The good news is that 98% of 
your BSA members’ dues in 1994 are de- 
ductible as trade or business expenses be- 
cause only 2% is spent on lobbying efforts. 
The bad news is that we should probably be 
spending a great deal more on such efforts, 
tax-deductible or not. 


“Partnering” guide now 
available from the BSA 


As all the major trade publications and build- 
ing industry publications tell us, “partnering” 
appears to be the national catch-phrase to 
describe the very serious attempts to better 
integrate the professionals in the building 
industry to ensure better design and con- 
struction and better-fed design and construc- 
tion professionals. 


The concept, promoted in Boston for the past 
seven years by the Construction Industry 
Liaison Group and other BSA-related multi- 
disciplinary teams, is now described in some 
details in a new AIA publication titled “AIA 
Project Partnering Guide for Design Profes- 
sionals.” This guide, published jointly by the 
AIA and the ACEC, touches on the ingredi- 
ents for successful partnering and includes 
samples of a partnering provision for project 
specifications, a pre-bid partnering letter to 
CEOs on the bid list, a letter to the successful 
bidder requesting a meeting to discuss the 
partnering concept, a partnering charter, a 
facilitator’s agenda, and partnering evalua- 
tion forms. 


This paperbound guide is available from the 
BSA for $35.00 ($27.00 for AIA members in 
Massachusetts); use the Special Publica- 
tions form inserted in this issue of the Chap- 
terLetter to order (it is item #124) or call the 
BSA at 617-951-1433x221 foran order form. 


Planning to take the 
A.R.E. ? Here’s help 


lf you are planing to take the Architectural 
Registration Exam this year, the BSA and the 
Boston Architectural Center can help. Our 
annual refresher courses, discounted for BSA 
members, include seven-week refresher 
courses on all sections of the exam, inten- 
sive one-day programs on the same sec- 
tions, and a mock exam. For details and 
course descriptions, times, and fees, call the 
BAC at 617-536-3170. 


The BAC Library has copies of study guides 
including the NCARB study books, Ballast’s 
Guides, and the ALS materials. For library 
hours and information on borrowing privi- 
leges, call 617-536-9018. 


Finally, if you are interested in studying with 

others preparing for the A.R.E., call the BSA 
at 617-951-1433x228. 

Penny Mitchell 

Member Services 


Ed. note: The National Council of Architec- 
tural Registration Boards (NCARB) recently 
released new editions of its A.R.E. study 
guides, the A.R.E. Handbooks, with new 
information on the “vignette” format of A.R.E.'s 
Division C: Building Design. The A.R.E.- 
related NCARB Handbooks may be obtained 
from the BAC (617-5346-3170) or directly 
form NCARB (202-783-6500). 


Three dozens ways to 
thrive 


Executives and managers of U.S. architec- 
ture, engineering, planning, and environmen- 
tal consulting firms gathered in New Orleans 
last Fall for the Professional Services Man- 
agement Association (PSMA) annual meet- 
ing and came up with 36 bits of advice for the 
“business of the professions.” For a four- 
page summary of these 36 tips on general 
management, operations management, hu- 
man resources management, marketing man- 
agement, and financial management, AIA 
members in Massachusetts should send re- 
quests with a29¢ SASE to PSMA Tips, BSA, 
52 Broad St., Boston (non-members enclose 
$5.00 handling fee payable to the BSA along 
with your SASE). 
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PRACTICE 


Do you know how to get paid for your work ? 


Will your contract ensure that you get paid 
what you expect to get paid? Is your fee a 
commission due upon closing of the con- 
struction loan or is it due upon performing 
professional services for each project stage? 
Most architects’ contracts divide services 
into phases that have no relation to the 
design of the project. Nevertheless, when a 
fee dispute arises, a contract determines 
whether or not you get paid. 


For instance, in 1990 a Missouri court ruled 
that an architect was not owed $60,000 for 
three years’ work on a project that was to be 
financed by the issuance of industrial rev- 
enue bonds because a typed written addition 
to the contract required approval of the bonds 
as a condition of payment of any compensa- 
tion and the bond issue was not approved. 
That contract provision was an extreme ex- 
ample but it demonstrates an important point: 
your contract may not mirror your payment 
expectations. What does your contract allow 
you to receive prior to the “start” of construc- 
tion or “closing of an anticipated construction 
loan”? What if these events are delayed for 
two years? What if these events never oc- 
cur? Does it matter if the owner has the 
financial ability to pay the fees? 


Another question: do you need the client's 
consentto begin the schematic design phase 
or later phase? A 1978 case dealing with 
proposed improvements to a Montana hotel 
demonstrates two more lessons. First, the 
court ruled that if a $500 preliminary study, 
subject to the client's approval, is the first 
step of the project, you need to get the 
clients’ agreement to the preliminary study 
and the client's consent to continue the project 
before you do any additional work. Preparing 
two preliminary studies that were rejected, 
even though the general concept ofthe project 
had been accepted, did not allow the archi- 
tects in the Montana case to collect fees for 
the schematic design phase. Second, the 
court ruled that, for any reason whatsoever, 
the client could withhold his approval of the 
preliminary study. 
Contract Considerations 

* The amount of the fee allocated to each 
project phase should be reevaluated; after 
all, most of the architect's professional ser- 
vices are performed during the preparation 
of the design and construction documents 
even though most of the fee is traditionally 
collected only after construction commences. 
One option is to set the fee on a “time and 
materials basis” due monthly or quarterly. A 
Kansas court in 1989 found that, in addition 
to reimbursable expenses, a multiplier of 
2.33 x payroll costs including benefits and 
taxes seemed reasonable to cover expenses 
and overhead. At a minimum, since contrac- 
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tors often bid projects at keep-in-business 
prices, set the bidding and construction 
phases fees on an hourly basis or ensure 
that a maximum number of hours is included 
with basic services with additional time com- 
pensated as additional services. 


* Be wary of any contract language that 
suggests that the architect will be paid only 
“if? some event occurs. Remember the Mis- 
souri architect who learned how difficult it 
was to finance a project with industrial rev- 
enue bonds. In the Montana hotel case, the 
court limited the architect's fee to $500 even 
though the architect believed he had com- 
pleted the schematic design phase. 


* Design your scope of work carefully and get 
the client to initial it. If there is a material 
deviation (e.g., the building size is doubled or 
the use changes), get your client to agree to 
this change and your claim of fees for addi- 
tional services. However, be careful not to 
guarantee that a certain size building can be 
built within the project budget for, if no mini- 
mum size is specified, an architect can sug- 
gest a reduction in building size to meet the 
client’s construction budget. 


* Negotiate and provide in the contract the 
method for calculating fees for additional 
services. Then comply with the contract. If 
the contract requires written approval by the 
client for additional services, then secure in 
writing the scope of the requested additional 
services and an acknowledgment from the 
client that the work is beyond the scope of the 
basic services. 


* Be sure you can terminate the project at any 
stage if the project is suspended or you don't 
received a required payment for more than a 
stated period of time. Be cautious of lan- 
guage that says the hiatus, the payment, or 
other performance by the client under the 
contract is extended if the delay is foracause 
beyond the control of the client (what law- 
yers call force majeure). Insist on a drop- 
dead date for the hiatus regardless of cause 
for the delay or at least exclude the client's 
financial constraints (or any excuse of a 
financial nature the client may use to justify 
delay of payment) from force majeure). 


* Be sure the contract provides that a fixed 
limit of construction only can be established 
by an agreement signed by both parties 
expressly stating that itis such a limit. Put the 
project budget in writing at the commence- 
ment of the project and get the owner to 
agree in writing to any modifications in the 
budget. Add a disclaimer to the budget that it 
is nota fixed limit of construction cost unless 
that is the case. 


* Send a transmittal letter with your invoice 
noting the completion of each phase as the 
project progresses and get the client to coun- 
tersign it. 


There is no substitution for prevention. Con- 
sider and address the potential pitfalls of a 
contract when preparing and negotiating it. A 
project can either be terminated prior to 
completion or built on schedule — prepare 
yourself for either instance. 


Jo-Ann M. Marzullo, Esq. 
Posternak, Blankstein & Lund, Attorneys 


The four-letter words your 
business needs 


As one partner once said to the other: “Yes, 
| know my client isn't paying our invoices but, 
if | press him too hard for payment, we'll 
never get any more work from him.” 


Ever try to meet your payroll based on how 
busy you are? It doesn't work. What it takes 
is good old-fashioned cash, that four-letter 
word that allows professional services firms 
to maintain and expand their operations. 


How do you generate cash for your busi- 
ness? The conversion of project activity into 
cash starts with the contract and a clear 
understanding between you and your client. 
That understanding includes not only the 
scope of work (what you actually will do for 
your client) but the invoicing and payment 
terms; that is, what your client is expected to 
do for you. The time to build the full business 
relationship with your client is during the 
initial contract negotiations. 


Once contract terms are defined, be sure 
your invoices are sent early and often, con- 
sistent of course with the contract terms. 


* Keep the invoices simple. . . don't include 
excessive information that could raise ques- 
tions and cause unnecessary delay in pay- 
ment. 


* Be sure that collection responsibility in 
your firm is clearly defined. 


¢ Establish personal contact between your 
billing department and the accounts payable 
department in the client firm. 


* Follow up on the initial invoice to ensure 
that it is in suitable form for approval and also 


inquire about the likely date of payment. . . 
this will establish the ground-rules for pay- 
ment during the project. 


* Document all payment discussions. . . 
memories can be short, especially when 
dealing with cash in a tight economy. 


The positive four-letter words that make a 
business successful are cashand work. Make 
sure you build a strong connection between 
them. 

James J. Cantillon 


Cantillon, formerly CFO for a large Boston 
architecture firm, provides financial and busi- 
ness-management services to architecture 
and engineering firms; he may be reached in 
Boston at 617-595-2227. 


Higher fees are possible 





This note is reprinted with permission from 
Principal's Report. 


Principals should understand how some firms 
persuade clients that their higher fees are 
worth it. . . Here are four justifications: 


* Avoidance of coordination lapses. |n the 
average firm's working drawings and speci- 
fications, four or five significant coordination 
lapses occur per sheet, according to one 
study by NAVFAC and another by Guide- 
lines. These can be costly. Some firms do 
only one drawing check. The higher-fee firm, 
in contrast, may have two or even three 
checking steps, one by an outside expert. 


* Precise construction cost-estimating. The 
average firm does a cursory job, arguing that 
estimating is really too complicated (they 
lack the expertise and/or think it’s too costly). 
Higher-fee firms make solid cost-estimates 
at every major phase of project-develop- 
ment; if necessary, they hire cost consult- 
ants. 


* Priority scheduling. Higher-fee firms will not 
sideline a job to push ahead the work of 
another client. 


* Fee control. Higher-fee firms combine the 
benefits of hourly rates and the additional 
client-protection of a negotiated “upset” fee. 
For fee-negotiation and then job-control, they 
use a “Design Time and Cost Estimate” 
sheet, which splits the design process into 
dozens of steps, recording three items for 
each: estimated hours, hourly rates, and fee 


subtotal. Anyone who's worked in a number 
of A/E firms knows how pervasive shoddy 
time-keeping is. . . but not in firms using this 
detailed approach. (Source: The Guidelines 
Letter) 


Ed. note: TheTexas Society of Professional 
Engineers and the Consulting Engineers 
Association of Texas jointly have published a 
new fee guide that features a different method 
of fee negotiations from the traditional fee 
curve based on type and size of project. 
Schinnerer Management Services’ newslet- 
ter, “Liability Update,” reports that this new 
fee negotiation document lists five methods 
of charges for engineering services and sets 
up a formula for fee-adjustment factors and 
suggests factor values related to technical 
values, owner-controlled factors, and exter- 
nal factors. To obtain a copy of the guide, call 
512-472-9286 or 512-474-1474. 


Are you losing 25% of 
your fees to mistakes? 





According to Practice Management 
Associates’ David Stone, who led the 
excellent Build Boston workshop in the Fall 
on “Total Quality Project Management,” at 
least 25% of all design fees are wasted re- 
doing work because of a lack of coordina- 
tion or mistakes. In NSPE Private Practice 
News, reprinted in the Principal's Report 
(1/94), Stone offered this checklist to help 
prepare schedules and budgets: 


The best schedules should : 

«be easily communicated, flexible, and simple 
to revise and update 

* be kept according to calendar days, not 
work days (“who can quickly calculate 37 
work days?” asks Stone) 

* be adhered to by the project team 

« show interrelationships between tasks 

* help to set early deadlines 

* create time for review and changes 

* allow for slippage — permits don't always 
come in on time and clients don’t always 
approve plans when expected, and , 

* permit time for activities that go beyond the 
project-completion date 


In creating a project budget, steer clear of the 

following pitfalls: 

+ failing to tie the budget directly to the scope 
of the work 

* forgetting to budget for the corrections that 
result in project reviews 

* failing to budget for project management, 
which can take up to 15% of project cost 


PRACTICE 


* overlooking routine, non-technical expenses 
incurred in phone calls and meetings 

* incorrectly assuming that all tasks are an 
ticipated with no contingency 

* failing to plan for activities beyond the duty 
of the contract, and, 

* not obtaining budget commitments from 
consultants and departments. 


Can you contain your 
firm’s healthcare costs? 





As Elliot Rothman AIA and his colleagues on 
the BSA Healthcare Committee seek to iden- 
tify comprehensive, less expensive health 
insurance for design firms in Massachusetts, 
you may be interested in these two pieces of 
information. 


For many years, the AIA has provided a 
comprehensive health insurance plan for 
members and our employees and families. It 
is worth a look. The AIA plan is managed by 
seven architects appointed by the AIA Presi- 
dent and the plan includes: 


* major medical insurance for individuals 

* group major medical insurance for firms 

* accidental death and dismemberment in 
surance for business travel 

* accidental death and dismemberment in 
surance for individuals 

* disability insurance for individuals 

* group long-term disability insurance 

* life insurance for individuals 

* group life insurance for firms 

* flexible spending plans for firms 


If you would like to compare your current 
plan’s costs and benefits (or those of any 
plan you are considering) to the AIA plan, 
send a copy of your insurance policy and 
current premium to Richard Fitzgerald at the 
BSA. If the policy is not available, send a 
copy of the certificate of coverage and/or the 
offering brochure. The BSA will have a com- 
parison made for you at no charge. 


Also of interest may be a new publication of 
the Professional Services Management As- 
sociation titled “Health-Care Cost Contain- 
ment/A PSMA Survey of A/E/P Firms.” This 
survey was conducted in affiliation with ACEC 
and the 50-page survey report is packed with 
interesting survey data and interpretation. 
For a copy, call PSMA at 704-865-4367. 
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THE NETWORK 


Massachusetts architects 
honored nationally for 
legislative effort 


At the national AIA 
“Grassroots” con- 
ference in Wash- 
ington last month 
_ (the annual gather- 
ing of AIA chapter 
officers throughout 
the U.S.), AIA Mas- 
sachusetts — in- 
cluding the BSA, 
the Central Massa- 
chusetts Chapter, 
and the Western Massachusetts Chapter — 
were honored for the successful negotiation 
of the sales tax/use tax agreement with the 
Department of Revenue. BSA member David 
Tobias AIA, President of AIA Massachu- 
setts, and BSA President-elect Elizabeth 
Padjen FAIA accepted the award on behalf 
of all Massachusetts architects and, in par- 
ticular, Michael Hicks AIA (above), the BSA 
Board Member who led this successful effort 
over a two-year period with an extraordinary 
working group that included Lee Cott AIA, 
Jim Dunn AIA, Earl R. Flansburgh FAIA, and 
attorneys George Bachrach, Tom Herman, 
Paul McDaniel, and Chris Noble. (See story 
on p. 9.) 





Energy Committee and 
ASR become as one 





As the profession itself has heightened both 
public and professional interest in issues of 
sustainable design, it has also served to 
reshape much of the work of BSA commit- 
tees. As the BSA’s Architects for Social Re- 
sponsibility (ASR) has taken the lead on 
sustainable design issues in recent years, 
the BSA’s Energy Committee has found it- 
self increasingly in the same arena as ASR. 
As a result, these two leading forces ad- 
dressing an impressive range of energy- 
efficiency and related sustainable design 
initiatives have merged. The result is asingle 
larger, stronger committee, which maintains 
the Architects for Social Responsibility name 
and which seeks “to realize the common 
goals of sustainability with energy and envi- 
ronmental responsibility and design,” notes 
Energy Committee chair Rob Troccolo AIA. 
This now-merged powerhouse of a commit- 
tee meets regularly at 6:00 pm, the fourth 
Tuesday of each month, at The Architects 
Building. Everyone reading this sentence is 
invited to climb aboard. No reservations 
needed, no fee, no toxic refreshments, no 
waste. Questions? Call Lucy Pedler AIA (617- 
547-8120) or Ed Neubauer (617-695-1225). 
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All politics is local 


Tip O'Neill was right. . . all politics is local. 
And that means that each of us interested in 
improving our practices or our careers must 
grasp the opportunities offered to us at the 
local level. In our case as architects, it means 
investing in the tools we have made available 
to ourselves. Here are some of those tools. 


Government Affairs Commission -— This is 
our own response to the notion that all poli- 
tics is local. This new Board-level commis- 
sion includes a handful of committees and 
working groups focusing on ADA-related 
codes, turf issues shared with other profes- 
sion in the industries, codes and regulations, 
State agency and municipal agency contract 
and fee issues, legislation affecting our prac- 
tices, changes in the licensing law, and en- 
suring compliance with licensing laws by 
reducing competition from unlicensed prac- 
titioners. These are all local political issues 
and we need to address them collectively as 
a profession. Board members Ron Axelrod 
AlA and Michael Hicks AlA are almost single- 
handedly attempting to identify and address 
major legislative issues; they need our help. 
Call Axelrod at 617-482-4835 or Hicks at 
617-267-6408.(See related stories on pp. 9 
& 10.) 


Small Firms Committee — This group of 
principals and other small-firm architects also 
is acting locally to improve our practices. 
This group meets monthly to share informa- 
tion on practice issues and bimonthly to crit 
their own works-in-progress. Call John Free- 
man AIA (617-864-2041), Blake Allison AIA 
(617-492-8050), or David Amory AIA (617- 
277-4111). 


Sole Practitioners Committee — A dozen 
members of this group just devoted several 
weeks to promoting the residential design 
services offered by sole practitioners; they 
invaded the two major home shows in Bos- 
ton in February to promote architects and 
architecture among tens of thousands of 
clients at these shows. You should have 
been there. So you can act locally on this in 
the future, call Paul Minor AIA (508-369- 
4934) or Russ Tremaine AIA (617-698-0188). 


Educational Facilities Committee — This is 
a group of architects statewide that meets 
regularly with public officials and others who 
shape design standards for all types of school 
facilities. If you're interested in this kind of 
work and in the contract and fee issues 
surrounding it, get involved locally. Call Earl 
R. Flansburgh FAIA (617-367-3970). 


“Points of View” — Acting locally doesn't get 
any more direct than this: each month politi- 


cal and other community leaders gather at 
The Architects Building to share with archi- 
tects their views of the future and to solicit 
from architects the profession's advice and 
concerns. State and municipal officials, pri- 
vate developers and other clients are the 
guests each month. Join us for beer, pizza, 
and impact. Call Elizabeth Padjen FAIA (508- 
887-6400) or David Dixon FAIA (617-262- 
2760); see p. 2 for March and April sched- 
ules. 


EDP Users Groups — Users of Architrion, 
computer graphics/visual reality programs, 
DataCAD, AutoCAD, and Macintosh pro- 
grams all have their own users groups at the 
BSA. Whether you are a beginner or a wiz- 
ard, you should call these numbers: DataCAD 
(Evan Shu AIA, 617-367-9622, or Rick 
Gleason AIA, 617-267-6980); AutoCAD 
(James Blauch AIA, 617-969-6474); Macin- 
tosh (Randy Yerzyk AIA, 617-569-4888); 
Architrion (Gregory Zorzi, 617-424-6821); or 
Computer Graphics/Visual Reality (Roberto 
Ribeiro,617-227-7310;e-mail:rsr@world. 
std.com.). 


YouthVisions Committee — The mission of 
this committee is actively to encourage kids’ 
understanding of architecture and the archi- 
tectural profession. Committee members re- 
cently were involved in the BAC ArchiFair 
and are currently pursuing volunteer teach- 
ing opportunities in public schools in Boston 
and Chelsea. We are also working with the 
Museum of Science to introduce architecture 
into upcoming events and exhibits. We are 
regularly looking for volunteers for these and 
similar opportunities. Join us. Call Kay 
Barned-Smith AIA (617-547-0100) or 
Cammie Hendersen AIA (617-426-1300). 


For more information on these and dozens of 
other BSA groups acting locally, call 617- 
951-1433x221 and ask for the Guide to Com- 
mittees. All BSA committees and task forces 
are open to all readers, members and non- 
members; chairs of these groups are urged 
to contribute to this column regularly and to 
ensure that committee meeting notes are 
conveyed to the BSA Electronic Bulletin Board 
(BBS). Fordetails on BBS, call Geoff Langdon 
(508-927-6796). 


Edward T.M. Tsoi AIA 
President 


Future of the profession 
and charrette policy are 
examined 


BSA President Ed Tsoi AIA reports regu- 
larly in this space on Board action. 


At recent Board meetings, we have fo- 
cused on three significant issues: the fu- 
ture of the profession, the development of 
a “legislative alert” network throughout 
Massachusetts, and policy and practice 
guidelines for charrettes. 


The future of the profession is the motivat- 
ing theme of this year’s AIA New England 
annual meeting on Martha’s Vineyard, 
October 14-16, which is being hosted for 
the entire region by the BSA. Mark your 
calendars now. Under the direction of BSA 
Vice-President Elizabeth Padjen FAIA, we 
will be spending a long weekend looking 
closely at the nature of architectural prac- 
tice today, the obvious changes the pro- 
fession is undergoing, and the need for 
both practitioners and architectural educa- 
tors to move rapidly to take advantage of 
the changes in the profession rather than 
be overwhelmed by those changes. Thisis 
a major BSA undertaking that we antici- 
pate will have national impact. 


Under the direction of BSA Board Mem- 
bers Michael Hicks AIA and Rod Axelrod 
AIA, we also are developing a statewide 
electronic/fax network of architects capable 
of responding quickly to legislative chal- 
lenges and opportunities. Hicks reports in 
more details on this effort in the article on 
page 9. 


Finally, the Board recently adopted unani- 
mously a superb policy statement on the 
operation of charrettes proposed to the 
Board by the inimitable Mary Otis Stevens 
AIA, who chaired a blue-ribbon task force 
on this issue. The guidelines adopted by 
the Board focus on the role of architects in 
charrettes, the nature of voluntarism, and 
the public purposes of charrettes. Copies 
of the policy statement are available from 
the BSA; call 617-951-1433x232. 


Edward T.M. Tsoi AIA 
President 


BGLAD’s Victour is 
succeeded by Freed 


Camille Victour, founding member of the 
BSA’s Boston Gay & Lesbian Architects & 
Designers (BGLAD), has stepped down from 
her role as co-chair in order to move on to 
other activities. Victour’s tireless efforts in 


the creation, organization, and representa- 
tion of BGLAD are a source of pride to our 
group and we sincerely thank her for her 
contributions to our professional lives and 
our community lives. Victour plans to remain 
involved with BGLAD, particularly with the 
organization’s outreach to women. David 
Freed, another BGLAD member, moves into 
Victour’s role as co-chair. 


On February 10, BGLAD hosted a presenta- 
tion by Todd Fernandez, the recently elected 
chair of The Greater Boston Lesbian/Gay 
Political Alliance. Fernandez is the Assistant 
Secretary for Consumer Affairs for the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts. 


On March 17, BGLAD hosts its third annual 
networking event for lesbian and gay con- 
tractors, artisans, andconsultants. This gath- 
ering has become an important forum for gay 
people in the design and construction pro- 
fessions and is a valuable opportunity for our 
members to form new professional relation- 
ships. We meet on the third Thursday of each 
month at The Architects Building. April's 
meeting, however, is on Thursday, April 21. 
Membership in BGLAD is open to all inter- 
ested building industry professionals. For 
more information, call David Freed at 617- 
451-6990x310 or call me at 617-666-9222. 


Marc Maxwell AIA, Co-Chair 
BGLAD 


Joncus leads 
AIA New England 





Connecticut ar- 
chitect Stephen 
Joncus AIA (left) 
has been elected 
President of AIA 
New England, 
the regional AIA 
coalition of the 
eight AIA chap- 
ters in New En- 
gland. Joncus, 
who succeeds the BSA's Jonathan Woodman 
AIA, operates his own firm in Old Lyme, 
Connecticut. Also elected were Maine's 
Cynthia Howard AIA, who will serve this year 
as Vice-President and suceeds to the presi- 
dency in 1995, and Vermont's Barbara 
Conrey AIA, who will serve as AIA New 
England Secretary/Treasurer. For more in- 
formation on AIA New England, call Execu- 
tive Director Ann Crew AIA at 603-226-4550. 
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BSA Board Member 
to run for Governor 


The enhanced leg- 
islative awareness 
and legislative ac- 
tivity of Massachu- 
setts architects 
over the past few 
years tookonanew 
light recently as the 
BSA's first Public 
Director, George 
i LA Bachrach (left), an- 
nounced his intention to run for Governor of 
Massachusetts. 





Bachrach becomes the third or fourth candi- 
date to enter the race to oppose the Repub- 
lican nominee, who presumably will be Gov- 
ernor Weld. Watch this space for additional 
reports on the impact of the Massachusetts 
architectural community on state politics. 


Foundation benefits from 
new contributions 


The Boston Foundation for Architecture, 
which announced at the end of 1993 nine 
grants totaling $31,000 in support of public 
education programs related to the built envi- 
ronment, was itself strengthened by several 
new contributions to its endowment from 
architects and our allies in the building indus- 


try. 


In addition to recent BSA contributions to the 
Foundation in memory of BSA members who 
died in 1993, the Foundation also received 
significant contributions from: 

* The Doran Family Charitable Trust 

* Nancy Goodwin AIA & Tony Platt FAIA 

* Leers, Weinzapfel Associates Architects 


For information on contributions to the Foun- 
dation and on the Foundation's grants pro- 
gram, call 617-951-1433x232. 


Confidential network 


Afew BSA members and friends are form- 
ing an informal AA discussion group. For 
more information (confidentiality is en- 





| 951-1433x232. 


sured), call Richard Fitzgerald at 617- 
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Bricks 


The Seventh Annual Brandeis Architectural 
Symposium focuses this year on “New Col- 
lege Art Museums: Fitting In.” Itis on April 19, 
8:00 pm, at Brandeis. For details, call 617- 
736-3434. 


The U.S. General Services Administration 
Northeast/Caribbean Region has announced 
that it now requires all A/E contractors to 
design, estimate, and produce studies 
using the metric system of measurement 
(SI). The intent, says GSA, is to require the 
use of “hard metrics” wherever feasible on all 
of its future A/E projects and GSA's criteria 
for choosing A/E firms now include an evalu- 
ation of A/Es’ capability and experience with 
the metric system. This policy affects every- 
one in New England, New York, northern 
New Jersey, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. 


On April 14 in Boston, the BSA is co-spon- 
soring an American Arbitration Association 
workshop on “Partnering and Dispute Re- 
view Boards.” BSA members receive a dis- 
count. If you have not received the registra- 
tion information and are interested in this 
workshop, call AAA at 212-484-3233. 


“Creating a New Public Promenade: The 
Charles River Dam Walkway’ is the title of 
a new study prepared for the MDC by Chan 
Krieger & Associates. “Completing this miss- 
ing link in the esplanade system and en- 
abling the area of the original Charles River 
Dam to again become a place of public 
destination and enjoyment,” writes Alex 
Krieger AIA, “is a noble goal.” For a copy of 
the report, fax your request to Chan Krieger 
& Associates at 617-354-3252. A reference 
copy is available in the BSA Members Li- 
brary. 


“The Massachusetts Turnpike Authority has 
announced that it will invest another $100 
million in reconstruction and improve- 
ments along the entire Mass Pike corridor 
and in its facilities in 1994. This is the second 
year of a five-year, $500-million accelerated 
reconstruction improvement and modern- 
ization program. For more information on the 
Mass Pike building program, call 617-248- 
2823. 


Data on anticipated building programs, 
designer-selection processes, contract types, 
contact people, and similar key data are now 
available from the BSA on these agencies: 
BHA, BRA, DSB, DCPO, EOCD, GSA, MBTA, 
The Mass. Highway Department, MHFA, 
MIFA, Massport, MWRA, Boston PFD, and 
HUD. This 16-page set of data sheets, which 
was generated during an extraordinary Build 
Boston workshop last November, is avail- 
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able free to members. Send your name and 
address with your request and a 75¢ SASE 
to Public Agency Data Sheets, BSA, 52 
Broad St., Boston 02109; non-members en- 
close a $10.00 handling fee payable to the 
BSA along with your SASE. 


Do you qualify for state work ? In the 
January/February 1994 issue of the Chap- 
terLetter, we printed the Massachusetts 
Board of Registration of Architects’ legal 
opinion on requirements the Designer Selec- 
tion Board “should impose on architects seek- 
ing state projects.” BSA members interested 
in a reprint of this one-page reprint should 
send a 29¢ SASE with your request to the 
BSA, 52 Broad St., Boston 02109; non-mem- 
bers must enclose a $5.00 handling fee 
payable to the BSA. 


Harvard GSD's extraordinary symposia on 
architectural practice continues in March 
and April; this is a series of colloquia on the 
past, present, and future of architectural prac- 
tice in the U.S. Imminent sessions with na- 
tionally renowned practitioners, critics, edu- 
cators, and architectural historians include 
“Constructs and Responsibilities in Architec- 
tural Practice” (3/12) and “Globalization of 
Architectural Practice” (4/23). For registra- 
tion and other details, call 617-495-4315. 
See “Opportunities” further on in this Chap- 
terLetter for information on other workshops, 
seminars, and exhibits at GSD. 


“American Architecture” is the subject of the 
Museum of Fine Arts’ excellent annual Spring 
lecture series. This year the series focuses 
on Frank Lloyd Wright with Robert Campbell 
FAIA (April 6) and Columbia’s Gwendolyn 
Wright (April 13); the Museum also is staging 
a major retrospective exhibition of American 
art and architecture. In addition, Campbell 
offers a course at the MFA titled “Looking at 
Architecture: The Art We Live In” (March 16- 
May 11). BSA members enjoy members’ 
discounts for all of these MFA events. For 
registration details, call 617-267-9300x770. 


First Night wants you! Boston's 19th annual 
First Night Celebration is, of course, on De- 
cember 31. Proposals for both indoor and 
outdoor programming, including visual and 
environmental art, is accepted by First Night 
until April 1. For details, call 617-542-1399. 


The Building Block is the name of a new 
service that collects recyclable building ma- 
terials, reports BSA volunteer and Swedish 
liaison Suzanne Frederick. According to a 
Globereport spotted by Frederick. The Build- 
ing Block is part of a national trend to take 
construction leftovers out of landfills and put 
them back into service. This non-profit ser- 


vice uses recycled lumber, cabinets, mold- 
ing, and countless other building materials to 
help create affordable housing and other 
community facilities. Tell your contractor! 
For more information on The Building Block, 
call 617-442-8917. 


Designers’ errors-&-omissions liability in- 
surance is now available from 10 carriers in 
the U.S. A recent report printed originally in 
Architecture magazine and reprinted in “The 
Principal's Report” lists the names and ad- 
dresses of the 10 carriers, their ratings, cov- 
erage limits, minimum deductibles, minimum 
premiums, and other comments. BSA mem- 
bers interested in a copy of this one-page 
reprint should send a 29¢ SASE to Liability 
Insurers, BSA, 52 Broad St., Boston 02109; 
non-members enclose a $5.00 handling fee 
payable to the BSA along with your SASE. 


Massachusetts has anew IDP Coordinator: 
she is Lisa Ferreira at Goody, Clancy & 
Associates. For firms and young architects 
interested in details on IDP and the implica- 
tions of this licensing requirement for em- 
ployers and employees, call Ferreira at 61 7- 
262-2760. 


Correction. When is a library consultant not 
a library consultant? Answer: when we list 
her incorrectly in our “Guide to Consultants & 
Contractors.” And we did that in the last 
issue. Susan Radonsky, CSI, 551 Green St., 
Cambridge 02139 (617-864-3893) was in- 
correctly listed as a library consultant in the 
last BSA Guide. She should have been listed 
as a “Resource Specialist”. We apologize for 
the inconvenience this incorrect listing may 
have caused. (If you are interested in your 
own listing in the BSA’s semi-annual Guide 
to Consultants and Contractors, call 617- 
951-1433x221.) 


Conventions in the Spring: The Massachu- 
setts Association of Land Surveyors and 
Civil Engineers holds its 39th Annual Con- 
vention at The Hotel Northampton, March 
17-19; for details, call 617-227-5551 (Patsy 
Sirmans). . . The Acoustical Society of 
America holds its annual meeting at MIT, 
June 6-10, along with a special symposium 
on architectural acoustics; for details, call 
508-443-7871 (Bill Cavanaugh). . . And, of 
course, the National AIA Convention this 
year is in Los Angeles, May 13-16; call 202- 
626-7300 (John Gaillard). 


The Contract Guide is DPIC's new risk- 
management handbook for architects and 
engineers. This comprehensive 350-page 
manual is designed, according to DPIC, “to 
help our clients negotiate tough clauses in 
client agreements and minimize liabilities in 
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the event of a dispute.” It focuses on current 
issues such as ADA, asbestos, alternative 
dispute resolution, and limitation of liability. 
Each section of this new guide defines the 
liability issue, proposes solutions, and offers 
sample contract clauses design firms may 
adapt in their contracts. The Guide also in- 
cludes a four-column matrix that enables 
designers to reference appropriate AIA and 
EJCDC standard forms of agreements, com- 
pare them to recommended clauses in the 
guide, and draft the most appropriate con- 
tract language. The guide is available from 
the BSA; it is item #120 on the Special Pub- 
lications order form inserted in this issue of 
the ChapterLetter. 


Since the adoption of the AIA Code of Ethics 
and Professional Conduct a few years ago, 
the AIA National Judicial Council has issued 
almost two dozen written decisions and advi- 
sory opinions on Code violation allegations 
against American architects. The BSA has 
assembled a full package of information that 
includes the Code itself and all of the written 
decisions and advisory opinions on issues 
such as uncompensated design services, 
referral fees and conflicts of interest, misrep- 
resentation of qualifications, inaccurate attri- 
bution of credit and the failure to give credit, 
the withholding of photographs and other 
material from former employees, negligent 
interpretation of zoning regulations, endorse- 
ments and conflicts of interest, employment 
discrimination based on gender, supplanting, 
the failure to get clients’ consents to design 
changes, the use of other architects’ draw- 
ings, manufacturers’ indemnifications and 
conflicts of interest, the failure to report em- 
ployees’ lies or misstatements of qualifica- 
tions, etc. To order this 64-page packet, send 
$10.00 ($5.00 for AIA members in Massa- 
chusetts) and a 9"x12" SASE ($1.44) to Eth- 
ics Package, BSA, 52 Broad St., Boston 
02109. 


For architects interested in exploring the pos- 
sibility of marketing their services through 
client-oriented tradeshows, the BSA has as- 
sembled an 11-page list of dozens of such 
shows aimed at prospective users of archi- 
tectural services throughout the U.S. Fora 
free copy of this list, BSA members should 
send a stamped (52¢) self-addressed 9"x12" 
envelope to Tradeshow Listing for Architects, 
BSA, 52 Broad St., Boston 02109. If you are 
not an AIA member in Massachusetts and 
would like a copy of this list, send the same 
SASE and send a check or money order for 
$25.00 payable to the BSA. 


CODEWORD, the official publication of the 
Massachusetts State Board of Building Regu- 
lations and Standards (SBBRS), is available 


by subscription and on a single-issue basis 
from the BSA. For an annual subscription to 
CODEWORD, send your check or money- 
order payable to the BSA for $125.00 ($85.00 
for BSA members) to the BSA, 52 Broad St., 
Boston 02109; MC/Visa/Amex subscriptions 
may be faxed to 617-951-0845 with 
subscriber's name, mailing address, daytime 
telephone number, fax number, the name 
printed on the credit card, credit-card number 
and expiration date, and the amount being 
charged to the credit card. If you do not wish 
to subscribe, the current issue of 
CODEWORD is available for $12.00 ($6.00 
for BSA members); Massachusetts residents 
should add 5% sales tax to all orders. Ques- 
tions? Call 617-951-1433x228. 


Consultants & Contractors! The BSA fre- 
quently is asked to recommend consulting 
engineers, contractors, landscape architects, 
interior designers, model-makers, video pro- 
ducers, graphic designers, photographers, 
perspectivists, elevator consultants, clerks- 
of-the-works, spec-writers, CADD wizards, 
curtain-wall consultants, library consultants, 
criminal justice facilities consultants, asbes- 
tos-removal specialists, hospital design con- 
sultants, and so on and so onand soon. Well, 
we've come up with a way to deal with that. 
The BSA’s “Guide to Consultants & Contrac- 
tors” is a Semi-annual listing in which consult- 
ants and contractors are invited to advertise 
their services. This listing is made available to 
every AIA architect in Massachusetts, to ev- 
ery architect in the Northeast who receives 
the ChapterLetter, and to anyone else who 
requests it. For details on this extraordinary 
new advertising tool, call Stephanie Jones- 
Bramble at 617-951-1433x227. 


This is classified! For information on singles 
seeking singles, career services, consulting 
services, job information, space to lease, 
things to buy or sell, public work information, 
and many other things. . . see the Classified 
inserted in this issue. 


Do you need information on joint ventures, 
architectural advertising constraints, arbitra- 
tion, recertification, designing restaurants, 
cold-weather construction? Books, articles, 
tapes, and similar resources on these and 
hundreds of other issue are available through 
the AIA Information Center. It’s a terrific re- 
source. Call 202-626-7493. . .on any subject. 


The most current AIA Documents list and 
order form is available free from the BSA; call 
617-951-1433x221 to request your free copy 
or mail or fax your name and address and a 
request for the list to the BSA, 52 Broad St., 
Boston 02109; fax 617-951-0845. 
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Would you like to work or play in the new 
center of the New England building indus- 
try? The Architects Building is available for 
parties, association meetings, corporate 
events, public hearings, firm retreats, staff 
meetings, or simply to get away from it all for 
a few hours. (The image above shows the 
main gathering space in the building, which 
can be used for meetings or can be emptied 
of tables and chairs for social events.) Cater- 
ing services are available in the building and 
we can provide almost any amenity you can 
afford. For details, call Stephanie Jones- 
Bramble at the BSA (617-951-1433x227). 


This is areminder to all BSA design firms and 
to all AIA Member Firms in Massachusetts 
and Corporate Affiliate Members of the 
BSA to send your firm brochures to the BSA 
library. We maintain reference copies of bro- 
chures and related material on all architec- 
ture firms whose principals are AIA members 
in Massachusetts. We also hold similar bro- 
chures of Corporate Affiliate Members of the 
BSA — consultants, manufacturers, suppli- 
ers, and other allied professionals who pro- 
vide services and products to architecture 
firms. For more information on these refer- 
ence shelves or Corporate Affiliate member- 
ship, call the BSA at 617-951-1433x228. 


The “Sourcebook for Sustainable Design: A 
Guide to Environmentally Responsible Ma- 
terials and Processes” has received na- 
tional attention as an excellent guide for 
everyone in the building industry seeking to 
identify building products and materials that 
do not damage the environment. The book is 
organized in CSI’s 16-division format and 
includes overviews, specific manufacturers 
and distributors, etc. The book was re- 
searched, written, and edited by BSA mem- 
ber Andrew St. John AIA and produced by 
the BSA’s Architects for Social Responsibil- 
ity Committee. It is available from the BSA for 
$25 ($20 for BSA members); add $3.00 for 
shipping and Massachusetts residents add 
$1.25 sales tax. Use the Special Publica- 
tions order form inserted in this issue of the 
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ChapterLetter (it is item #87) or fax credit- 
card orders to 617-951-0845. 


BSA Electronic Services include: (1) AIA 
Documents Ordering Service (617-951- 
1433x221). . . (2) Firms Hiring Hotline for 
firms needing full-time or part-time staff im- 
mediately (617-261-0090; Amy Bernhardt 
Fischer). . . (3) The Electronic Bulletin Board 
(617-737-8102 via modem at 1200 or 300 
baud, 8, N, 1). . . (4) The Documents & 
Liability Hotline (617-628-6363; Chuck Heuer, 
Esq., FAIA). . . (5) The BSA Marketing Con- 
sulting Service (617-951-1433 x323; Jill 
Weber). . . (6) The BSA Debt-Collection 
Service (617-969-6100x105 or 800- 
CASHFLOx105; Steven Sands). . . (7) The 
Computer Hotline (Curt Cunningham AIA; 
617-876-2233). . . (8) Technical Information 
Hotline (617-964-5477; Mark Kalin AIA). . . 
(9) CFA, the BSA-related jobs placement 
service (617-261-0090). . . (10) The BSA 
Bookkeeping & Financial Reporting Service 
for Small Firms and Sole Pracititioners (508- 
369-0474; Donna Poole). . . (11) The BSA 
catering & space-rental services (617-951- 
1433x227). . . (12) The AIA Mass./BSA toll- 
free number, if you're calling from some- 
where in Massachusetts outside Boston, is 
800-662-1235 


ADA resources? The BSA has assembled 
and continually revises its list of ADA-related 
resources including publications, phone num- 
bers, etc. For a copy of this one-page listing, 
send a 29¢ SASE to ADA Resources List, 
BSA, 52 Broad St., Boston 02109; if you are 
not an AIA member in Massachusetts, en- 
close $10.00 with the SASE. 





“Let me see those blueprints again!” 
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This is a detail from a new axonometric map 
available from the BSA. This is an extraordi- 
nary 36" x 50" lithographic, up-to-date b-&- 
W wall map of Boston and its buildings. It is 
on display at Build Boston and in the BSA 
office. Your own unframed copy is available 
now. Use the Special Publications order 
form inserted in this issue of the ChapterLet- 
ter; the map is Special Publication #110. 


Are you asole practitioner in Massachusetts 
and a member of the AIA? Or is yours a firm 
that pays firm assessments or supplemental 
dues to AIA Chapters in Massachusetts? If 
sO, and you are interested in receiving the 
Designer Selection Board notices of new 
State work regularly mailed by AIA Massa- 
chusetts, send your firm name and address 
to AIA Massachusetts, 52 Broad St., Boston 
02109; indicate on the note that you want to 
receive the DSB project notices. Questions? 
Call 800-662-1235x228 or, in Boston, 617- 
951-1433x228. 


The BSA's Committee on Professional Ap- 
pointments is seeking Massachusetts archi- 
tects interested in serving on city and town 
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design-review, historic preservation, and 
similar bodies. If you are an architect in Mas- 
sachusetts interested in such roles, please 
send a letter of interest along with your re- 
sume to Stephanie Jones-Bramble, Commit- 
tee on Professional Appointments, BSA, 52 
Broad St., Boston MA 02109. 


The two new architec- 
tural publications pic- 
tured here are the re- 
vised 1992 edition of the 
AIA Guide to Boston 
(blessed with an extraor- 
dinary Steve Rosenthal 
photograph on the cover) 





and the new “Map and 
Guide: Notable Buildings 
in Boston and Cam- 
bridge.” Both are avail- 
able from the BSA. For 
an order form, call 617- 
951-1433x221 or fax 
your request for an order 
form to 617-951-0845. 





Design firms in need of permanent or tem- 
porary staff help have direct access to nearly 
1,000 Boston-area design professionals 
through the BSA-related placement service 
in The Architects Building. Call Amy Bernhardt 
Fischer at 617-261-0090 (or fax your inquiry 
to 617-261-0098) if you think you might need 
architects, engineers, landscape architects, 
interior designers, construction managers, 
facilities managers, urban planners, CADD 
operators or managers, draftspeople, lighting 
designers, space-planners, marketing pro- 
fessionals, proposal-writers, feasibility stud- 
ies specialists, renderers, model-makers, re- 
source librarians, exterior or interior detailers, 
millwork or cabinetry detailers, estimators, 
spec writers, shop-drawing checkers, build- 
ing department expediters, or almost any 
other building industry professional. We have 
the person you need in our database and we 
can save you big bucks in the search-&- 
decide process. 


Bumper-sticker for an anti-war vegetarian: 
“Visualize Whirled Peas”. 


Letters 


The law of wrongful discharge has changed dra- 
matically in Massachusetts during the past several 
years. This change has nowhere been more evi- 
dent than in the doctrine prohibiting the discharge 
of at-will employees for reasons that contravene 
public policy. This so-called public policy excep- 
tion to the at-will employment rule was not clearly 
recognized under Massachusetts law until 1986. 
Since that time, Massachusetts law concerning 
this exception has undergone dramatic change as 
the courts have interpreted this doctrine first in an 
increasingly expansive manner and, more recently, 
much more narrowly. 


In an effort to present the public policy exception to 
the at-will employment rule in a framework that will 
be helpful to the courts, employment law practitio- 
ners and, ultimately, our clients, Ben Clements 
and | have written an article on this subject that 
was recently published in the Massachusetts Law 
Review. Essentially, this article describes the de- 
velopment of the public policy exception to the at- 
will employment rule in Massachusetts and ex- 
plains the current state of this doctrine under 
Massachusetts law. The article then addresses 
issues not fully resolved by the cases and, in the 
context of an informed intellectual analysis, at- 
tempts to answer them as appropriate under exist- 
ing legal precedent. . . [If you would like a copy of 
our article please call Ben or me at 617-439-3555. ] 


Richard L. Alfred, Esq. 
Hill & Barlow, Attorneys 


For the past year, my students at the BAC have 
been investigating urban design proposals for 
Salem, Massachusetts in an attempt to assist that 
city with design proposals for future development 
around the commercial downtown. . . Salem's 
Planning Department has been investigating ways 
to rejuvenate parts of the city that once constituted 
a center of industrial development surrounding a 
harbor and the railyards and now is littered with 
vacant lots, decrepit factories, empty warehouses, 
automobile junkyards, and idle railyards. The State 
DPW is currently building a new Salem/Beverly 
bridge and bypass along the North River and the 
city itself has proposed several public improve- 
ment projects along the South River. The work my 
students and | have been doing with the Salem 
Planning Department and other agencies is in- 
tended to complement these infrastructure-im- 
provement projects. The students investigated 
current demographic trends and development pro- 
posals, met with local residents and city officials, 
analyzed the existing urban fabric of the city, and 
reviewed recent planning proposals for each area. 
Based on these investigations, the students devel- 
oped specific design proposals for future commer- 
cial, residential, and public open-space develop- 
ment. The work was presented to the city admin- 
istration and the city’s residents during two urban 
design forums last year and there has been a 
series of exhibitions and presentations in Salem 
as well. 


By sponsoring projects of this type, we hope that 
BAC students can make a valuable contribution to 
the community. If there are any BSA members or 
other readers of the ChapterLetter who have ideas 


for similar projects in other areas of the region, | 
hope you will write to me at the BAC, 320 Newbury 
St., Boston 02115. 

Laurence Spang AIA 


South Shore Habitat for Humanity (SSHH) is a 
non-profit organization dedicated to eliminating 
inadequate housing on the South Shore. Working 
with volunteer labor and donated funds and mate- 
rials, we construct or renovate simple, affordable 
homes. These homes are sold at cost to respon- 
sible families with low to moderate incomes and 
are financed through long-term, interest-free mort- 
gages. Payments on the mortgages are recycled 
in a fund to finance additional home construction 
or renovations. . . In an effort to raise funds and 
awareness, SSHH is holding a Bird House Auc- 
tion. We believe this is an opportunity for members 
and friends of the BSA to put their creativity into 
action by creating a completed bird house for this 
auction. The bird houses will be juried in order to 
identify those that will be included in a live auction 
along with the others to be offered in a silent 
auction. The auction will take place this Spring. If 
you would like more information on this opportu- 
nity, please call us at 617-659-1440. 


Suzanne Blowers 
South Shore Habitat for Humanity 


Recently our office was hired by a fellow BSA 
architecture firm to perform an asbestos inspec- 
tion on an administration building at a cemetery 
slated for renovations and additions. We identified 
several suspect asbestos-containing building 
materials (ACBM) that would be disturbed by the 
work and we took 48 bulk samples for lab analysis. 
Of the 48 samples, 10 contained asbestos fibers. 
Positive materials included ceramic tile wall and 
floor grout, mastic for resilient baseboard, floor tile, 
wall plaster, putty and caulking compounds, and 
chimney thimble cement. The ceramic tile grout 
and wall plaster are very unusual. The wall plaster 
did not appear to be decorative or acoustical and 
was located both in the basement and the attic 
levels. The architect modified his plans to avoid 
disturbing the ACBM plaster. 


Our office also recently completed an asbestos 
survey of anine-story building under a P&S agree- 
ment and slated for renovations. The buyer's ar- 
chitect, again a fellow BSA firm, requested that we 
perform an asbestos inspection prior to comple- 
tion of the P&S. The seller advised that all the 
building asbestos had been previously identified 
and removed in 1988 and we were on a fool's 
errand. Our inspection revealed that all of the 
friable thermal pipe insulation had indeed been 
previously removed but we identified multiple sur- 
facing and miscellaneous suspect ACBMs that 
would be disturbed by the proposed moderniza- 
tion work. We took 83 bulk samples for lab analy- 
sis. Of the 83 bulk samples, 13 contained asbestos 
fibers. Of particular concern was that, of the 15 
samples taken of wall and ceiling plaster finishes, 
eight were positive for asbestos fibers. The P&S 
process was halted while our office performed 
additional testing to determine the extent of the 
ACBM plaster finishes and prepare estimates to 


be used in the negotiation process of the P&S. At 
$10/s.f. or more to abate plaster walls and ceilings, 
plus the costs to [install] non-ACBM, the costs are 
Staggering. Because it was caught beforehand, 
the costs will not have to be borne by the buyer. 


The point of this experience is that without a 
thorough building inspection, as required by the 
EPA NESHAP Regulations for Buildings being 
Demolished or Renovated, building owners, cli- 
ents, and/or architects can be fooled into missing 
suspect ACBMs. As | have reported previously, 
even the architect or engineer can be held respon- 
sible by the EPA. . . 


Peter M. Blaisdell AIA, President 
Kendall, Taylor & Co., Billerica MA 
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Boston-area architects may be interested to learn 
that Mount Auburn Cemetery, the final resting 
place of Charles Bulfinch (1763-1844), is currently 
restoring the elaborate urn and pedestal (above) 
which mark his grave. Under the supervision of 
Ann Beha Associates, the Cemetery's architects, 
Clifford Craine of Daedalus Inc., have taken the 
urn and pedestal apart and are cleaning and 
repairing the various surfaces. The urn, and per- 
haps the pedestal, is believed to have been pur- 
chased by Bulfinch in Bath, England in the late 
18th century and appears to be a Robert Adam 
design. It was placed in a small park in front of the 
Tontine Crescent on Franklin Street in Boston 
near Arch Street as a memorial to Benjamin 
Franklin. Following the demolition of the Crescent, 
it was removed to Mount Auburn. The Friends of 
Mount Auburn Cemetery, the charitable, tax-ex- 
empt arm of the Cemetery, has raised close to 
$40,000 from foundations, corporations, and indi- 
viduals towards the project cost of $50,000 and 
would appreciate additional contributions. Gifts of 
any amount may be sent to the Friends at 580 
Mount Auburn Street, Cambridge 02130. 


William Charles Clendaniel, President 
Mount Auburn Cemetery 
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Opportunities 


Competitions/Awards/Grants — BSA Housing 
Design Awards Program; 4/11 deadline; 617-951- 
1433x221. . . Interior Architecture Awards Pro- 
gram; 4/4 deadline; 617-951-1433x221. .. BSA 
Unbuilt Architecture design awards program; late 
Spring deadline. .. P/A awards for Architectural 
Research; 3/18 deadline; see 1/94 issue of P/Aor 
call 203-348-7531. . . Massachusetts Historical 
Commission Preservation Awards; 617-727- 
8470 (Leslie Sampou) for nomination forms. . 
.Cedar Architectural Design Awards; 7/1 dead- 
line; 604-736-1569 (sponsored by the Western 
Red Cedar Lumber Assn. & the AIA). . . Remod- 
eling Awards Competition; 3/15 entry deadline: 
508-921-1695 (National Assn. of the Remodeling 
Industry). . . AIAS/Graphisoft Competition in full 
electronic format only; students and interns eli- 
gible; 202-626-7300 (AIAS)... “Temple of Laugh- 
ter” design competition; cash prizes + commis- 
sion; 5/1 entry deadline; 213-296-6226 (THE END/ 
Wesley van Kirk Robbins). . . National AIA Photo 
Contest; 3/1 deadline; 314-621-3484. . . Massa- 
chusetts 1994 Bays Action Grants to fund projects, 
products, and services that help prevent and con- 
trol pollution in Massachusetts; 3/30 appl. dead- 
line; 800-447-2297... Landscape Architecture 
competitions: site furnishings real and imagined 
(4/4 deadline), annual ASLA awards (5/6 dead- 
line), visionary landscape competition (7/11 dead- 
line), residential design/opening the garden com- 
petition (9/26 deadline) ; 202-686-2752 (Bill Thomp- 
son or Lee Fleming). . . Rutgers National Works 
on Paper competition; deadline unknown; 609- 
225-6245... Urban-safe Stroller design compe- 
tition; 4/1 deadline; 212-788-8106 (Melanie Klein) 
. . . Builder magazine's Design and Planning 
Awards; 5/13 deadline; 202-737-0717... Winslow 
Design Award for accessible open spaces in 
NYC; 3/15 deadline; 212-838-9410x233. . . IALD 
Lighting Awards Program; 3/1 deadline; 212- 
206-1281. . .Spectrum Design Competition for 
Ceramic Tile; 3/15 deadline; 407-743-3150. . . 
Paris Prize Architectural Design Competition (for 
6/91-12/94 architecture graduates); 3/1 deadline; 
212-924-7000. . . National Symposium on Health- 
care Design Annual Healthcare Environment 
Awards; deadline unknown; 510-370-0345 (Debra 
Levin). .. BAC research grants; 4/11 deadline; 
617-536-3170. .. A full schedule of 1993 BSA, AIA 
New England, & national AIA design awards 
programs is available from the BSA; 617-951- 
1433x221. . .1993 Phoenix Awards Design Com- 
petition for new ideas for memorials; deadline 
unknown; Memorial Advisory Bureau, 139 
Kensington High St., London W8 6SX, England; 
fax: 071-937-1393. .. AIA Honors & Awards 
Programs including the Gold Medal, Kemper 
Award, Whitney Young Citation, Honorary AIA 
Membership, Design Honor Awards, 25-Year 
Award, Urban Design Awards, AIA College of 
Fellows, Honorary Fellowship, Thomas Jefferson 
Awards for Public Architecture, Young Architects 
Citation, Library Building Awards, Institute Hon- 
ors, Architecture Firm Award, Henry Bacon Medal, 
Topaz Medallion for Education, Brick in Architec- 
ture Awards, Interior Architecture Awards, Con- 
crete Masonry Design Awards, Cedar Design 
Awards, etc.; deadlines vary; 617-951-1433x221 
(ask for the 1994 Awards Schedule). . . Minority/ 
Disadvantaged Scholarship Program; annual AlA/ 
AAF Scholarships; 202-626-7511 (Mary Felber) 
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... Aga Khan Award, Program Procedures, 32 
chemin des Crets-de-Pregny, CH-1218 Grand 
Saconnex, Geneva, Switzerland ($500K in prizes; 
rolling deadlines). . . Architectural Woodwork 
Institute Awards Program (all bldg. types); rolling 
deadline; 703-222-1100 (Sharon Davoren). . . 
AIAS student competitions: programs & dead- 
lines vary; 202-626-7472. .. NIAE student com- 
petitions; 212-924-7000. . . Fulbright Grants for 
architects and urban planners; 202-939-5401 or 
202-686-7877( in addition, the Fulbright Scholar 
Program Competition for 1995-96 is under way; 8/ 
1 deadline; 202-686-7877). ..AlAInstitute Schol- 
ars Program grants; 202-626-7300 (Joe Bilello) 
... NEAdesign project grants & individual grants/ 
fellowships (up to $20K) for designers; 7/15 an- 
nual deadline; 202-682-5437. . . For up-to-date 
details on design competitions, consider sub- 
scribing to “Deadlines,” P.O.B. 3449, Alexandria 
VA 22302; 703-578-4918 (tel/fax) ($26/yr. for 12 
issues)... The MacDowell Colony Residency for 
architects; 603-924-3886 or 212-966-4860 for ap- 
plications & deadlines. .. For details onthe $15,000 
American Architectural Foundation Richard Morris 
Hunt Fellowship and numerous AIA-related fel- 
lowships and scholarships for minorities/disad- 
vantaged individuals, professional degree candi- 
dates, health facilities design, research, and other 
purposes, call 202-626-7511. 


Workshops/Conferences— BSA workshops/pro- 
grams (see p. 2). .. “ADA and Connecticut acces- 
sibility regulations”; AlA Connecticut seminar, 3/ 
15, New Haven; 203-865-2195. . . Harvard GSD 
colloquium on the past, present, and future of 
architectural practice in the U.S.; 3/12, 4/23; 
617-495-4315; also at GSD: seminar on “Interna- 
tional Construction” (4/9 & 4/10); 617-495-9939 
(Spiro Pollalis). . . DLF seminar on “Theatrical 
Lighting Techniques”; 3/?; 617-272-2300 (Anne 
Robinson)... AIA Vermont seminars on “Tricks of 
the Trade/Masonry Products” (3/2), “Not Just 
CADD: Other Software for Small Firms” (4/6), 
“Architectural Photography & Rendering” (4/14; 
joint meeting with AIA/NH); 802-492-3761. . . 
National AIA Convention; 5/13-16, Los Angeles; 
202-626-7300. . . SMPS marketing programs: 
technical marketing skills classes (3/7-4/11), 
“Marketers Emeritus” seminars with Ted Rhoades 
(3/8) & Chip Harkness FAIA (4/12); 617-523-8433 
.. . Maine/AlA programs: workshops and other 
programs in March & April; 207-623-1218 (Judith 
Harvie). . . Illuminating Engineering Society 
workshops: ED-150 Lighting Course; through 5/ 
26, Danvers MA; 508-750-2351 (John Gallien). . . 
IBD Business Leaders Forum: “Planning for To- 
morrow”; 4/28, Boston; 508-897-0474 (Nadine 
Yates). .. Northeastern University Center for Con- 
tinuing Education Building Design and Manage- 
ment courses; 617-320-8000. . . Wentworth In- 
stitute of Technology professional and continu- 
ing studies programs; 617-442-9010x446. . . Jew- 
ish Vocational Service career, job-hunting and 
related workshops; 617-965-7940. . . The 
Women’s Educational and Industrial Union 
Career services workshops and other services on 
job-hunting and other career issues; 617-536- 
5657... BAC continuing ed. program; 617-536- 
3170... GSD continuing ed. program; 617-495- 
1680. 


Exhibits/Lectures/Tours — BSA Lecture Series 
(see p. 1)... BSA Gallery Exhibits (see p. 2). . . 
Architectural walking tours (May-October) of 
the Freedom Trail, Copley Square, the Waterfront, 
Beacon Hill, the North End; also lectures on “The 
Colonial City” (4/16) “The Federal City” (4/23), 
“The Victorian City” (4/30), “The Contemporary 
City” (5/7), & “The Elements of Architetcure” (5/ 
11); 617-367-2345 (Boston By Foot). . . BAC 
Lecture series: Moshe Safdie AIA on “Lanaguage 
and Ethics in Architecture” (3/4); Steven Holl on 
“Questions of Perception” (3/16); Joan Packner on 
“Tony Smith: Architetcure into Sculpture” (4/13); 
617-536-3170x202; Safdie's work is also on ex- 
hibit at the BAC through 3/10. . . Worcester's 
Historic Transportation Corridors lecture series: 
The Worcester Turnpike, 3/17; recycling a railroad 
station 4/28; Worcester Center Boulevard, 5/19; 
508-754-8760 (Preservation Worcester). . . Pre- 
sentations of submissions for the HQ of the 
Northeast Sustainable Energy Association; 3/10; 
UNH; 603-226-4550 (AIA/NH). . . Hugh Hardy 
FAIA Lecture; 6/5, Cambridge; 508-443-7871 (Bill 
Cavanaugh). . . Harvard GSD colloquium on the 
past, present, and future of architectural prac- 
tice in the U.S.; 3/12, 4/23; 617-495-4315... “The 
Four Shapes of Boston,” a slide-lecture on 
Boston's architectural history available to rent 
(with speaker); 617-367-2345. .. Art & Architec- 
ture Tours of the BPL; 617-536-5400x212. . . 
BAC exhibit program; (617-536-3170). . . 
Wentworth programs; 617-442-9010. 


Other Opportunities — idioTEXT design journal 
invites designers to submit competition projects 
for publication; 617-482-6958, Jordan Williams 
... Places, the quarterly journal edited by Donlyn 
Lyndon, invites submissions of articles; 718-399- 
6090 for detials. .. The Aberdeen Group is seeking 
photos of fireplaces and chimneys for a new book 
on fireplace design; 708-543-0870 for details. . . 
The Central Artery/Tunnel Project is creating a 
registry of artists interested in working on the 
Artery; call 617-951-6329 (Artery Arts Program) 
for details. .. Viking Studio Books is publishing The 
Complete Home Office: Planning Your Workspace 
for Maximum Efficiency and would like to hear 
from BSA members who may wish to have their 
new homes, additions, and renovations in- 
cluded; call 619-793-1515 (Harriet Baker). . . The 
Classicist, the journal of the Institute for the Study 
of Classical Architecture, is seeking examples of 
work done in the Classical manner for publica- 
tion; 212-505-5300. . .The Hardwood Manufac- 
turers Association is seeing professional photog- 
raphy showing the use of solid U.S. hardwoods in 
furniture, flooring, kitchen cabinets, or decorative 
woodworking to illustrate in various publications 
the use of American hardwoods; for details, call 
Susan Regan at 412-829-0770. . . Wentworth 
Institute is seeking constructive and compassion- 
ate architects to serve as design critics; call Herb 
Fremin at 61 7-442-9010x425. ..See awide variety 
of paid & volunteer opportunities in the “Classi- 
fied” listing inserted in this issue. 


Fame 


Jim Crissman FAIA has developed a new con- 
sulting practice that offers problem-solving design 
& construction advisory services to institutional 
clients, owners, contractors, design firms, and 
others (he is at 617-923-3010; fax 617-923-0307); 
part of Crissman’s consulting portfolio includes his 
recent part-time appointment as Director of Ca- 
reer Services at Harvard GSD. . .FineHome - 


- 





building's 2/94 issue included residential work 
(above) by Linda Moody & Associates. . . Paul 
Naecker AIA and Eric Ammondson AIA have 
formed a new firm, Naecker Ammondson Archi- 
tects (15 Laurel St., Cambridge 02138; 617-868- 
0439). . . Frank Mead AIA has been named the 
Swedish Consul for Boston. . . Paul Lukez AIA 
writes on “Kenmore Square: A Case Study” ina 
recent issue of Places; Lukez and Akhtar Badshah 
of Megacities New York recently were awarded a 
grant from the Graham Foundation to develop 
housing prototypes that integrate housing, educa- 
tion, and mentorship programs. .. The American 
Forest & Paper Association wood design awards 
program has honored James Volney Righter 
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Architects for two projects, an island residence 
(above) off the New England coast and a fishing 
cabin in New York and also has honored Jeremiah 
Eck Archi- 
tects for this 
cottage (left) 
in Oak 
Bluffs. 
George A. 
Roman & 
Associates 
has an- 
nounced 
that Claudia 
Marr has 
joined the firm as an AA. . . William H. Rowe AIA, 
P.E. has revised his book, HVAC: Design Criteria, 
Options, Selections and has written a “professor's 
guide” to accompany the book; Rowe will be 
addressing the national convention of the Ameri- 
can Society of Hospital Engineers in July. . . John 
de Monchaux, RIBA, who spent the last year in 
Geneva with the Aga Kahn Program, is back in 
town and has reopened his consulting firm in 
Cambridge. .. Spalding Tougias Architects has 
received the Metal Construction Association Honor 
Award for the firm's design of the Dawson Manu- 
facturing Company HQ (top of next column) in 
Michigan. .. Shepley Bulfinch Richardson and 
Abbott's Kroch Library at Cornell has received the 











Collegiate Citation from American School and 
Universitys Education Interiors Showcase; firm 
principal Ralph Jackson AIA also has been hon- 
ored for this project by the National Organization of 
Minority Architects. .. HNTB has appointed Gre- 
gory Detmer AIA a Vice-President of the firm. . . 
Margo Jones AIA has been reappointed to the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission. . . David 
Buckley AIA has been named a Commissioner of 
the Winchester Historical Commission. . . Dick 
Cary AIA has bid a temporary adieu to Boston in 
favor of Kuwait, where he has been named Senior 
V.P. for design and Project Management with 
KEO/Kuwati Engineers Office, one of the largest 
multi-disciplinary design firms in the Middle East 
... Peter Sugar AIA has been named the BSA 
representative on the statewide Transportation 
Agencies Liaison Committee. .. The Conservation 
Law Foundation building in Boston, designed by 
Keith Moskow AIA, is greatly praised by Jane 
Holtz Kay in her annual G/obe review of design 
“roses and radishes "; not so favorably reviewed is 
the latest version of the Central Artery Charles 
River Bridge and the Davis Art Museum at Wellesley 
College. .. Former TAC President Perry Neubauer 
AlA has picked the best time of the year to head for 
Florida's panhandle where he has joined the archi- 
tecture firm of Rick Barnett and Dave Fronczak in 
Tallahassee. . . Tsoi/Kobus & Associates and 
Gilbane Building Co. have received a AGC’'s Grand 
Honor Award for the design and construction of the 
Marine Resources Center (see p.1) in Woods 
Hole. .. Ann Beha Associates has announced 
that Thomas Hotaling AIA has been named a 
Principal, Patricia Intrieri AIA has been named a 
Senior Associate, and Deane Rykerson AIA has 
joined the firm as an Associate. . . CBT/Childs 
Bertman Tseckares is the focus of the cover story 
in the November-December 1993 issue of Historic 
Preservation magazine. .. Stephen Friedlaender 
AIA was a guest panelist at MIT's November 
conference on school design... Mario Torroella 
AIA recently has his paintings exhibited at the 
Luigi Marrozzini Gallery in Puerto Rico. . . The 12/ 
93 issue of P/A featured the work of Rafael Moneo 
and Payette Associates (the Davis Museum at 
Wellesley College) and TAMS (the Eastern Canal 
Bridge in Lowell); inthe 2/94 issue, Eric Amondson 
AIA writes on the work of Norwegian architect 
Sverre Fehn. . . The 1/94 Architecture also high- 
lights the work by Moneo and Payette Associates 
on the Davis Museum. . . The 1/94 issue of 
Architectural Record highlights the work of Wil- 
liam Rawn Associates (the Grasse Road Hous- 
ing project) and Machado & Silvetti (the Princeton 
Parking Garage). .. Recent issues of The Boston 
Globe include features on the appointment of Lew 
Colten AIA as the new Framingham Building 
Inspector; Arrowstreet’s and CBT’s design for a 
building behind Boston City Hall; and the residen- 
tialdesign of Wayne Koch AIA... The Globe also 
recently included letters from Edward Nilsson 


AIA on improving transit in greater Boston and 
from Nancy and Peter Nottonson AIA on their 
view of graffiti as a blight on the city. . . Robert 
Campbell FAIA writes recently inthe Globeon the 
failure of the BRA to deal aggressively with the 
megaplex issue; HHR’s hidden jewel in the Com- 
bat Zone, the Hayden Building; the Walmart-ing of 
small towns, the unique temporary furniture de- 
signed by Bill Hubbard AIA for his home, the best 
architectural books of 1993, the changing archi- 
tectural environment in Boston as exemplified by 
the recent BSA Honor Awards (see the last issue 
of the ChapterLetter), and the recent death of 
Charles Moore FAIA... The Design Partnership 
of Cambridge has appointed L. Michelle Martin 
AIA a Project Manager. . . Among P/A's annual 
design award-winners are Michael Dennis & As- 
sociates (for the Library/Town Gown Precinct Plan 
for USC) and Brian Healy & Associates (for the 
design of the small lodge that also recently also 
received a BSA Honor Award).. . Fred Koetter 
AIA and William Rawn AIA served as panelists 
in a special workshop on the conversion of the 
Philidelphia Navel Base and Shipyard to civilian 
use. 


New Work — A joint venture of Hoskins Scott & 
Partners and Cannon has completed what is 
reportedly the largest capital project ever under- 
taken by the City of Boston, the New Boston City 
Hospital (photo #1). . . Stein Architects has 
completed work on the 55 Court Street lobby in 
Boston. . . Mary McKenna and Associates is 
designing a new branch bank for Northern Bank & 
Trust in historic North Woburn. . . Daniel Archi- 
tects is designing a museum for the Attleborough 
Arts Center, has completed site-planning and new- 
facilities studies for the Westborough Country 
Club, and has completed additions and alterations 
to the First Parish of Wayland Meetinghouse (photo 
#2)... Spalding Tougias Architects is designing 
an expansion of Yale South Haven Inc.'s Western 
County Plant and a renovation of an existing 
manufacturing building into corporate office and 
residences. .. Schwartz/Silver Architects is con- 
verting a huge R&D building in Stratham NH into 
corporate HQ for the Timberland Co.; the firm also 
has been commissioned to design a major expan- 
sion of the New England Aquarium on Central 
Wharf, for which Lyons/Zaremba will do the ex- 
hibit design and Monacelli Associates is serving 
as urban design and site-planning consultants. . . 
TRO/The Ritchie Organization is providing plan- 
ning and architectural design services for a new 
Ambulatory Specialty Center forthe Harvard Com- 
munity Health Plan in the Longwood Medical Area 
... Warren Freedenfeld & Associates has com- 
pleted work on the design of the Greater Falls 
Discovery Center (photo #3) in Turners Falls... R 
E Dinneen Architects & Planners has begun 
work on a Campus masterplan and space-needs 
evaluation for Springfield College. . . Finegold 
Alexander + Associates is designing anew syna- 
gogue in San Antonio, a new 152-unit apartment 
complex in Moscow (for The Beacon Companies), 
the expansion and renovation of Temple Emanuel 
in Newton, the restoration of Bartlet Hall and 
Taylor Hall at Phillips Academy, the second phase 
of restoration for the dining center at Vassar (which 
includes a conference center), the renovation of 
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the Orchard Hill residential development in Ox- 
ford, the renovation of Temple Israel in Natick, the 
masterplan for the Cambridge YMCA in Central 
Square (the firm recently completed the renova- 
tion of the Y's SRO housing), and the firm has 
begun construction on the restoration and reuse of 
the Nott Memorial at Union College; in a joint 
venture with Lance Bailey & Associates, the firm 
also has been commissioned by the BHA for the 
HUD-financed revitalization of the Heath Street 
Housing development in Jamaica Plain (the same 
team recently completed design of the BHA's 
Bromley Park Housing). . . William H. Rowe & 
Associates’ current work includes an ADA com- 
pliance study and other projects for the Bank of 
Boston's Logistics Service Center in Westwood 
(which itself was designed by the firm), a fire- 
protection upgrade of 14 buildings at Hanscom 
AFB and a study of environmentally safe refriger- 
ants for the Base’s heating plant, and is working 
with Mass. General on construction documents 
standards. . . HMFH Architects has been se- 
lected to design the new Chelsea's 1-8 educa- 
tional facilities, has begun work on a new high 
school in Chapel Hill (with Haken/Corley & Asso- 
ciates), is preparing contract documents for The 
New Agassiz School, has completed the last phase 
of construction on the Nauset Regional Middle 
School in Orleans, and has completed work 
on Haverhill Elementary Schools. . . Ann Beha 
Associates is doing the adaptive re-use design 
study for St. Peter's Church as a new court facility 
and a registry of deeds in Lowell, is preparing a 


| BSA warm lines : 


Knowing the BSA extension numbers listed below | 
means you don't need to listen to the voice-mail 
| answering machine message when you call the! 
| BSA at 617-951-1433 or 800-662-1235. 


Services & Programs 


| 
| 
| AIA Documents & other publications 221 | 
| BSA meetings/events RSVPs &reg. 221 | 
| Classified ads & ad inserts Siwy | 
Membership & dues 228 | 
Accounting 235 
| Build Boston workshops 232 | 
| Build Boston exhibit sales 301 | 
| Architects Building Exhibit Gallery 225 | 
Marketing consulting service 323 
| ChapterLetter editor 232 | 
| Boston Foundation for Architecture 232 | 
| AIA Massachusetts 232 | 
l All other services/programs 221 | 
Full-time staff 
| Richard Fitzgerald gap | 
| Stephanie Jones-Bramble 227 | 
Penny Mitchell 228 
Elizabeth Simmons 221 
| Part-time staff | 
Sandra Broughton 235 | 
jAoxanere Lee 225 ad 
22 BSAChapterLetter Marche April 1994 


facilities masterplan for the Worcester Art Mu- 
seum, has been retained for the expansion of the 
Clark Art Institute in Williamstown (Mead Con- 
sulting is the Project Manager), is doing the 
exterior restoration of the Snowden International 
School and Boston High School for PFD, is prepar- 
ing a Monument Conservation Study for West 
Point and for Annapolis with (Bignell Watkins 
Architects), is restoring Harvard's Holworthy Hall, 
has completed a masterplan and climate-control 
study for the Fogg Museum at Harvard (including 
renovations to the Museum and a new gift shop) 
and has completed construction of the new Weston 
Disinfection Facility for the MWRA. .. The Design 
Partnership of Cambridge is designing additions 
and renovations of three elementary schools in 
Danvers and of the West Tisbury Elementary 
School... Pisani + Associates has completed 
the masterplan for the Bose Corp. HQ in 
Framingham and is currently designing the first- 
phase Campus West Building (see photo #4); the 
firm is also designing the new corporate HQ for 
Curriculum Associates in Billerica. .. Cambridge 
Seven Associates (with Greiner Engineering of 
Maryland) has developed a masterplan and de- 
sign for renovation and enhancement of the main 
terminal and the design of a new observation 
lounge at the Baltimore/Washington International 
Airport. .. Sasaki Associates is urban designer/ 
landscape architect/transportation planner/graphic 
designer for the Cleveland Gateway sports district, 
is providing design services for the University of 
Maryland/College Park Recreation Complex, the 
Charleston Maritime Center, the Bethel College 
Concert Hall/Chapel, the Alyeska Prince Hotel in 
Alaska, and a reuse plan for the Charleston Naval 
Base. 


News of Corporate Affiliate Members — Carol R. 
Johnson FASLA was the featured speaker at the 
SMPS Marketers Emeritus seminar, hosted by 
Elliot Rothman AIA, at the BSA in January. . . Barr 
& Barr is working on the preconstruction phase of 
The Children’s Museum Waterfront project 
(Schwartz/Silver and Frank O. Gehry are the ar- 
chitects), and has completed renovations of the 
Animal Resource Facility at Harvard Medical School 
(Davis Brody is the architects), and tenant fit-out 
for Atlantic Radio at 160 Huntington Avenue 
(Maugel Architects is the designer). . . Elaine 
Development Company is working of the F.T.P. 
Software project is Andover (CSS Architects/Burt 
Hill, Kosar Rittlemann Associates is the architects) 
and has completed two lab spaces for K.O. Tech- 
nology and Focal Inc. in Kendall Square (OKS 
Architects is the designer for both projects)... A.J. 
Martini, Inc. General Contractors is working on 
the restoration and addition to Memorial Hall at 
Harvard (the architect is Venturi, Scott Brown & 
Associates), the restoration of the Nott Memorial 
at Union College (the architect is Finegold 
Alexander + Associates), MIT's Cogeneration 
Facility, the renovation of the Technology and 
Training Center for Osram/Sylvania in Danvers 
(Margulies & Associates is the architect), and the 
renovation of the Boston Park Plaza Hotel (Interior 
Design Associates of Boston is the architect). . . 
Haley & Aldrich has named William Beck Jr. its 
Bedford Office Manager, Deborah Gevalt its Cam- 
bridge Environmental Services Manager, and Ri- 
chard Stulgis its V.P. for Landfill Services. . . H.H. 


Hawkins & Sons celebrates its 70th year as a 
general contractor in 1994 and has recently com- 
pleted projects at Mount Auburn Cemetery’s Story 
Chapel (the architect is Ann Beha Associates), the 
Cheers Bar for Host/Marriott at Logan (Bergmeyer 
Associates was the interior designer), and the 
Office of the Dean of Architecture at MIT (the 
architect is Leers, Weinzapfel Associates). . . 
Simpson Gumpertz & Heger has announced a 
series of two-day symposia on “The Building En- 
velope: Solutions to Problems,” a revival of its 
earlier successful national series; it begins this 
year in March in Las Vegas and moves to Atlanta 
in April (800-676-2324 for details). .. Shooshanian 
Engineering Associates recently announced the 
appointment of Edward Shooshanian, P.E. as 
Chairman, Henry Eggert, P.E. as President, and 
Steven Bosland, P.E. and Michael Selig, P.E. as 
Vice-Presidents. .. The Steel Erection and Orna- 
mental Iron Advancement Fund sponsored the 
February conference in Boston on the develop- 
ment, design, and construction of Logan’s new 
Harborside Hyatt Conference Center & Hotel. . . 
And BSA President Edward T.M. Tsoi AIA is 
pleased to welcome these new BSA Corporate 
Affiliate Members: California Products Corpora- 
tion, OPA Engineers Inc., Posternak, Blankstein 
& Lund, The Equitable Life Assurance Society, 
and Thomas Moser Cabinetmakers. . .For infor- 
mation on Corporate Affiliate Membership, call 
617-951-1433x221. 


The ChapterLetter 


The BSA ChapterLetter is published bimonthly 
by the Boston Society of Architects, 52 Broad 
St., Boston 02109-4301. The ChapterLetter is 
a service provided by AIA members in Massa- 
chusetts to the profession, the public, and 
everyone else with a sense of humor or an 
interest in 20th-century America. (For out-of- 
state subscription information, call 617-951- 
1433x228/fax: 617-951-0845.) The BSA is a 
non-profit, membership service organization 
and has been an advocate of architectural 
excellence and public awareness of architec- 
ture since 1867. 


BS, 


Letters to the editor, suggestions, criticism, 
encouragement, and manifestations of the 
light touch are welcome. Typed, double- 
spaced material intended for publication must 
reach the BSA by the deadline dates listed on 
page 1; appropriate submissions are edited 
and published as space, temperament, and 
prejudices permit. 
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Membership news 


Advanced to Emeritus 
Hugh A. Stubbins, Jr. FAIA 


New AIA Members 


Shawn Caldwell Alshut AIA 
Tsoi/Kobus and Associates 


Ronald Bennett AIA 
R & B Design 

J. Neil Cahalane AIA 
Ellenzweig Associates 

Hsi-Ping Chuang AIA 
Joseph A. Wetzel 
Associates 

Thomas B. Driscoll AIA 
Thomas Driscoll Architect 

Barry D. Ganek AIA 
Aralia Architecture 

Alison Gillies AIA 
TAC/The Architects 
Collaborative 

Donna M. Hunt AIA 
Lane, Frenchman & 
Associates 


Priscilla Densmore Kern AIA 


Ascension Technology 
Karl Devon Leabo AIA 
Sasaki Associates 
Desmond McAuley AIA 
HNTB 
Jeffrey Joseph Quick AIA 
Mass. Dept. of Correction 
Cynthia L. Solarz AIA 


Shepley Bulfinch Richardson 


and Abbott 
lric Leonard Rex AIA 
Margolis + Fishman 


Returning AlA Members 
Michael Giardina AIA 
The Stubbins Associates 
Erin Rae Hoffer AIA 
Harvard GSD 
Peter Hopkinson FAIA 
Hopkinson & Partners 
Philip Hresko AIA 
Hresko Associates 
Donald Lang AIA 
Donald Lang Architect 


Alexander H. MacLeod AIA 


Beacon Construction 
Ronald M. Ranere AIA 
Ranere Associates 


Advanced to AIA 

Patti Ann Ellis AIA 
SBA/Steffian Bradley 

Andrew J. Garvin AIA 
Andrew Garvin Architect 

David Hembre AIA 
Shepley Bulfinch 
Richardson and Abbott 

Shikha Jindal AIA 
Dean Tucker Shaw 

Philip A. Kramer AIA 
Philip Kramer Architect 


New Associate Members 

Christian C. Carey 
CityDesign Collaborative 

Daniel A. Kwasniewski 
Butler Hospital 

Michael L. Kyes 

Claudette M. Lavoie 





Michael H. Patrick 
TRO/The Ritchie 
Organization 

Michael K. Payne 
CityDesign Collaborative 


Newcomers to Boston 
**Clive D. Carrens 
City of Springfield 
Christopher J. Henderson 
Payette Associates 
Paul G. Kalous 
Ondras Associates 
Edward Pedersen AIA 
Symmes, Maini & McKee 
Marion Kromm White AIA 
Marion Kromm White, 
Consultant 
Patrick M. Zampetti AIA 
Vector Group Architects 


Leaving Boston 

Thomas K. Chastain AIA 
(to California) 

Anna Hunter Crabtree AIA 
(to Tennessee) 

Alan J. DeGaravilla AIA 
(to New Hampshire) 


Matthew Joseph Fabre AIA 


(to Texas) 
Jane Britt Greenwood AIA 
(to Virginia) 
Norman H. Hayes, Jr. AIA 
(to South Carolina) 
David R. Healy AIA 
(to Pennsylvania) 
Jean N. Nilsson AIA 
(to California) 


Peter Frederic Smith AIA 
(to Texas) 

James Thompson Wilson, 
Jr. AIA 
(to Texas) 


Deceased Members 
Howard L. Rich AIA 


New Corporate Affiliate 

Members 

California Products Corp. 

OPA Engineers Inc. 

Posternak, Blankstein & 
Lund 

The Equitable Life Assur- 
ance Society 

Thomas Moser Cabinet- 
makers 


New Individual Affiliates 
Todd Adams 

Alisa Aronson 
Rosemarie Boulanger 
John Covelli 

Judith R. Epstein 

Ann S. Graham 

Jill Hulsen 

Linda Kochman 

Kin C. Lam 

Robert E. McGuire 
Houmann Oshidari 
John R. Pilling 
Ritvars Reinbergs 
James P. RePass 
Connie Saienga 
Stephen Stapinski 
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Stephen W. Thomases 
Donald W. Woodring 
Scott Wynn 


New Student Affiliates 
BAC 

Arleen Brown 

Carwel Dera 

Lawrence M. Dooley 
Evangeline Lampadarios 
Geoff Noonan 

John G. Panzer 
Nicholas R. Slabyj 


MIT 
Matthew O'Connell 


API 
Haril Pandya 


**Western Mass.Chapter/AIA 


To join your friends and col- 
leagues on this list, callthe BSA 
at 617-951-1433x 221. Callthe 
Same number for information 
on out-of-state subscriptions to 
this newsletter, AIA Documents, 
gift memberships, Build Boston 
workshops and exhibits, spe- 
cial publications on marketing 
& management, Classified ads, 
job-placement services, the 
“AIA Guide to Boston," the BSA 
electronic bulletin board, and a 
trillion other things. 


March « April 1994 23 


New AIA Documents list now in print... and AIA Documents now on disk 


The BSA now has the revised edition of the 
comprehensive AIA Documents list and or- 


Annual Presidents’ *Sole Practitioners 
Dinner (BSA President Lunch Group, noon 
hosts the Presidents of 

other building industry 

associations) 14 


? Task Force on Educa- 
tion & Research, 6 pm 
Membership Cte, 4 pm 


ID 


Historic Resources 

Cte, 5:30pm Urban Design Cte, 8 
am, CityDesign, 334 

3 Boylston St., Boston 


Small Firms Design 
Discussion, 6 pm 


“Pin-Ups” (see p. 2) 


4 * Professional Practice 
Executive Cte, 8 am Cte, noon 


Architrion Users Group, 
6 5:30 pm, BAC 
Michaelangelo is 518 — ataCAD Boston Users 
Group, 6 pm (508-927- 
6796; Geoff Langdon) 


7 
Art & Architecture Cte, “Points of View” with 
8am Boston's BRA Director 
(see pp. 2 & 5) 

“AIA/N.E. Board, 11 ' 
am 

17 
8 Exhibits Cte, 8:30 am 
Legislative Affairs Cte, *“ Small Firms Practice 
8:30 am Committee, noon 


Architects Ball Cte, BGLAD, 6 pm 

5:30 pm 
Regional Design 
Committee, 6 pm 

9g (Robert Sturgis FAIA, 


617-647-7833 
Healthcare Facilities 


Cte, 5:15 pm Hire a leprechaun 
10 18 

Historic Resources Housing Cte, 8:30 am 
Cte, 8am 


* Board Meeting, noon 


20 


BSA Exhibit Reception The Bauhaus is 75 
(see p. 2) 


24 BSA ChapterLetter Marche April 1994 


der form for both printed Documents and the 
new electronic documents (see p. 10). For 


22 


Design Cte, 8:00 am 


Architects for Social 
Responsibility, 6 pm 


23 


AutoCAD Users Group, 
6:30 pm (James 
Blauch AIA, 617-969- 
6474) 


BSA Lecture on Art 
Deco (see p. 1) 


24 


Task Force on Educa- 
tion & Research, 6 pm 


ZS 


* Codes Cte (“L.A. 
Lessons”), noon 


27 


Mies is 108 


29 


Boston Foundation for 
Architecture Board, 3 
pm 


Lutyens is 125 


30 


AIA Massachusetts 
Board, 4pm 


Computer Graphics/VR 
Cte, 6 pm (see p. 10) 


31 


“Conversations” with 
Peter Rose (see pp. 2 
& 3) 


The Eiffel Tower is 92 


‘Lunch meetings Call 617-951-1433 


April 


1 


The April 1 seminars 
(see p. 11) 


Lose an hour's sleep 


Louise Bethune 
becomes first woman 
member of AIA (1888) 


4 


Art & Architecture Cte, 
8 am 


2. 


BSA Exhibit Reception 
(see p. 2) 


6 


Task Force to End 
Homelessness, 8 am, 
Payette Assoc., 285 
Summer St., Boston 


Membership Cte, 4 pm 


7 


Urban Design Film 
Series, 6:30 pm (see 
pp. 2 & 4) 


8 


Executive Cte, 8 am 


*Sole Practitioners Cte, 
noon 


“The Air We Breathe" 
ASR Symposium (see 
pp. 2 & 3) 


x221or 800-662-1235x221 by 9:30 am on 
the day of the meeting to reserve lunch. 


your free copy of this four-page list, call 617- 


951-1433x221. 


10 


“The Air We Breathe" 
ASR Symposium (see 
pp. 2 & 3) 


12 


Legislative Affairs Cte, 
8:30 am 


Architects Ball Cte, 5:30 
pm 


13 


Healthcare Facilities 
Cte, 5:15 pm 


14 


Historic Resources Cte, 
8 am 


"Board Meeting, noon 


“The Boston Confer- 
ence” (see p. 7) 


is 


Housing Cte, 8:30 am 


“The Boston Confer- 
ence” (see p. 7) 


Leonardo is 542 


19 

Urban Design Cte, 8 
am, CityDesign, 334 
Boylston St., Boston 


“Pin-Ups” (see p. 2) 


All meetings 
are held in 
The Architects 
Building 


unless other- 
wise noted. 





20 


“Professional Practice 
Cte, noon 


Architrion Users 
Group, 5:30 pm, BAC 


DataCAD Boston 
Users Group, 6 pm, 
Madura Studios, 332 
Newbury St., Boston 


“Points of View” with 
Boston developers 
(see p. 2 ) 


21 


Exhibits Cte, 8:30 am 


*Small Firms Lunch 
Group, noon 


BGLAD, 6 pm 


Regional Design Cte, 6 
pm (Robert Sturgis 
FAIA, 617-647-7833) 


22 


“Codes Cte (“Learning 
from California”), noon 


26 


Design Cte, 8 am 


Architects for Social 
Responsibility, 6 pm 


27 


AutoCAD Users 
Group, 6:30 pm 
(James Blauch AIA, 
617-969-6474) 


BSA Lecture with Ed 
Tsoi AIA (see p.1) 


Olmsted is 172 


28 


“Conversations” with 
Chris Ilwerks (see pp. 
2 & 3) 


